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Pub· of the Year 
I t is always a pity when there have to be losers, And this 

is even more true when the losers are worthy contend
ers for the accolade of Pub of the Year. But there can be 
only one winneroftl.1is prestigi(iustitle, and Stockriort & 
South Mant;hester CAM RA m:e proud to award their Pub 
of the Year for 1994 to the Queen's flead in Stockport. 

It is one of the smallest pubs in· the town, ai)cl one of only 
two Samuel _ Smith's houses in the locqlity. Well-k<-:pt Mu
seum Ale an cl Old Brewery Bitter l';ln be fotincl on the . bar, 
both of which ai-e coinpetitively priced: fhe OBB has gone up 
just 2p in five years, m'! cl remains the best value ':'pint in 
Stotkport, while the Museuni has actually fallen in price. And 
while Samuel Smith's must' be congratulated on their low ]-;;======::::;:::::;:::::;:::::;:=;::;::=:;::::;:::::;:::::;:::::;:::::;:::::;:=:;::::;::; 
prices, it is for the actual f<il:lric of the pub that they deserve 
the most praise. The G6od Beer Guide 1992 described the 
Queen's Head as "a breath-taking rhapsody in .brown." Dark 
polished wood and gleaming bra~s can be found in abun
dance, with deep reel upho(stery in the re<u' room as the 
perfect complement. 

It is difficult to lwliev ~·. then. that th e pub w;1s· completely 
rrnovated just five ye;1rs ago . Cu:eful collaboration between 
CAM RA, the brewery ;m cl conservationists resulted in the Queen 's 
Head being restored. to its former · glory, wit.h all the original 
featurE's back in place. The' following year it scooped firsfplace 
in C'\MRA's national Pub Design awards. 

But a good pub rweds more than all this. The hard work and 
commitment of the landlord and landlady, David and Paula 
Harris, is what makes a pub like the Queen's Head sornething 
special. Their insistence on getting it right, and makirig the 
customer feel wanted and welcome, leaves a lastingimpression 
on the casual visitOI'. In.addition th eir "hands on" approach is to 
be applauded. You will always find one or other of then,l (or both 
of course) on hand behind the bar. 

In short, the Queen 's Head is a licensed ge!n in Stockport, 
and is "not to be missecl when in the area". Fudher to 1 hat, a 
Pub of the Year' should be· worth crrJssing the country .for, an cl 
this is certainly no exception. hoo,f positive, then, that good 
things come in small ·packages. The presentation. for this 
richly deserved award will take pl<!ce. on Saturday evening, 
March llih, when all ar'e wekonrefor what pr'oniises to he a 
rather special night . ·_. . · 
STOP PRESS Just a,; we· went to jJres~: we liecir~d thiilthe City 
Council hac! given permis,;ion for the 'resco ckvt' lopmenl to go 
ahead. threaten in r the S )()rt~m:u\s 1\Ib. More news next rlH\nth. 
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New Brewery for Stockport? 

The next two months could see the first new brewety to 
open in Stockport since the demise of Pollards over l 0 
years ago. The unlikely site for this new venture is the 
cellars of Peaches night-club, which occupies the impos
ing redbrick premises of the old Reform Club on the 
corner of Hillgate, opposite the Gladstone. 

"Richard Cobclens Brewery" is the brainchild of Peaches 
owner John Perkins, who has been active on the Stockport pub 
and club scene for over 25 years- at one time he was the licensee 
of the ill-fated Ups N' Downs when it was the 'top' and 'bottom' 
Wellington. 

At present just one beer, Richard Cobdens Bitter, is bei ng
produced under licence by Mooi-houses. This is a lig-ht <me! 
refreshingbitter at :-Lii% ABV At presen L there is a sli .~·ht swt-'t'l
ne ss in the taste although .John told Opening Times that the next 
brew will be fermented out a little longer to make for a drier beeL 
Some equipment has already beeri delivered a mU ohn expects to 
be brewirJg in two months or so. Eventually fr:ur bt'ers will be 
produced wi~hthe bittei:beingjoined by;1 dark mild. a pn·Inium 
bitter an·d a porter. As a newcomer lo the trade.! ohn has also I)(' en 
surprised at the way fellow b1'ewers have been eag-er to olfcr 
assistance (apart that is from a certain brewery not a millionlllilt· 
ciwayl) · 

l~icliard CnbdensBitter is cu rrently on s.alt· on a n·g-u br· ha~ is 
at Peaches and the Cheadle Spcirts & Social Club on Ct); ' llcillnr 
Lane. whe1'e il.retails at a reasonable 90p a pint Tlw St;tt ion at 
Ash ton has also taker1the beer on a .~uest basis.. · 
This is obviously an-t,Xl'itin.~· developnwnt and wt· will brin .L:· Vt>II 
lllOIT news as the proit-ct develops. 
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BEER FE TIVAL 
at The City Arms, . 

. Kennedy Street, Manchester· . ·: · 
. (ju~t off St. Peter's Square) 

. 
' ... ' ; 

A Festival Ale House 
The 20 ·plus Beers featured will include: 
Arkalls Kingsdown, Brains SA, 

Wickwar Coopers and Bob, 
Youngs Bitter, Hogs Back Bitte-r 
and T.E.A., Moorhousas Pandla 
Witch, Archers-Village Bitter, -_ 

Cotlaigh Old Buzzard, Exmoor Ala 
& Beast, Gibbs Mew Bishops·· 

Tipple, Ringwood 49ar 

WEDNESDAY 15 FEBRUARY • MARCH I 1995 . 
·--open all day Mon ~ Fri & · 

11.30- 3 & 7- 11 Saturday. Closed Sunday •. · · · :"' ·. 

OPENING TIMES FEBRUARY 1995 
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F ebruary's Pub of the Month is th.e Circus Tavern 0~1 Po~-tland Street in the middle of.Mancheste~·· .This is p~s.sibly tlw 
most long overdue aware! to be gJVen by CAI'v1RA, smce f erry and Kath have not received any official recogmtwn Since 

taking over at the Circus some 24 years ago (around the time the then 'Campaign for the Revital isation of Ale' was born) . 
' The Circus is a tiny pub that, quite simply, has cleft eel 

progress. There is no draught cider, no draught lager anclno .---------- - ----- - - - 
draught stout available on the bar. Indeed th ere ic; on ly roo m 
on 'the bar for two hanclpumps, which both dispense some of 
the best Tetley Bitter thi s side of the Pennines. Further, 
there is a refreshing lack of any juke-lw dO l table or fruit 
machine. The onl y sou ne! in th is Circu, ,~ o f laughter and 
conversation , and the .~·e ntle chink of 1-, ,es. 

Even if they wanted a pool tab le it wouldn't tit in . because 
the pub is VERY small - the smallest in th e whole of Manches
teJ'. Simple, original fittings can be found within. since the 
pub has not changed noticeably in over twenty years. And 
let's hope this remains the case for the next 20: pu bs like the 
Circus are hard to come by, and are sadly beco ming rarer 

. amid all the takeovers, closures and refurbi shments, which 
c<in alter a pub beyond recogn ition. 

But not everything abo ut the Circus is small: the we lcome 
afforded is large and warm. And whi le it does no food of its 
own, customers are allowed to bring in their own sand
wiches, and to enjoy this•unique pub and its atmosphere. So 
join us in a nigh t of celebration as we award Terry and Kath 
with the Pub of the Month for February; the presentation 
takes place on Tuesday 21st February at around 9pm, but get 
there early if you want a seat. It promises to be a great night, 
and aren't they all in the Circus? 

COPY DEADLINE FOR 
MARCH ISSUE IS 

FEBRUARY 23 

tf.IT~ 'm ... ~ T.• WILMSLOW RD 
W.a.~ C"-~ ~ton WITHINGTON 

Mon. -Sat. 1.1. ~ 11 
Handpulled Marston's Pedigree 

Burton Bitter and Banks Mild 
, , plus 

Marston.s, Head Brewers Choice 

* LL/'NCH * ' 
7 DAYS A WEEK 

EVENING MEALS MON. - THU. 

* 5.30 - 8.00 * 

LIZ & KEITH 
WELCO ME YOU TO THE 

HARP~ SHAMROCK 
36 NEW MOUNT STRE ET 

(1 MINUTE WALK DOWN FROM ROCHDALE ROAD.) 

MARSTONS FINE QUALITY ALES 
HAND- PU LLED 

•GOOD 
HOME coo:#,NfE OF 

•SKY OOD 
· TELEVISION 

OPEN FROM 11 AM UNTIL 11 PM 

SP,ORTSMANS 
62 Market Street (basement) 

Manchester Ml 1 WP 

Lees Bitter 
Brian and Jill welcome you to 
our excellent downstairs Oasis 

in the City Centre 

Home Cooked Tavern Fayre 
Bar Food Mon - Sat 11.30 - 3pm 

Traditional Sunday Lunch Carvery 12-3 

Private Room 
avaft'able with Bar 
Outside Catering a 

;Spe ciality 
(061) 832 6766 

STOCKPORT AND SOUTH MANCHESTER CAMRA Bl 
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. THE' CIIA:·M··o·F· MANC·H.IS -llt~ -
Boddingtoi .. D~o~ght B·i;ter~ Brew~d ;., Hie Stra .. ge.waya Brewery aince 17711. 

~ . ". ~ . ·. . ' . . . . . . 

-.\.'. 
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· I~ liHIE IEUlm~~i VIIIEW"'" •• ~~r~!.f?~J~~.!~?,o~~?,~;~;,~~,~~<;.,, 
The Gov~rnrnent;s an.nouncement about Sunday opening is ·fulL page £120.~ Surcharges apply for back page . Discounts avail
indeed welco-me news: · Slowly but surely .England and Wales . able on .ailverts of 1/4 page or above for runs of insertions. Advert 
are adopting the civilised d. rinking regime commol'l ;' ncit only in design & origination usually free of charge , Ring 061 4771973 for 
continental Europe but also no rth of t he border in ScotJand , details. , (R~tes current 1995). 
Those who would oppdse t his and further reform often con" · Column: Widt~s, . single : s4mm , do uble 172mm. Image height · 
v~nient_ly ·fo~gh .that .part of t fie .UK has been ~~joying liber- . 24cin : NB· idvertisers who. supp'iy camera ready artwork tha.t' 
ahsed hcensmg hours for som,e years n_0 ';·. 1 v_ISited Gla~go~ cannot be resizetl Jo Q.Ur standard s.izes will be charged the, 
recently. The pubs therestay op~n. until mldmght on Fnday-s , equivale~t !:014mn/cenliinejre rate plus a surcharge of . at leas,!' 
and sa_turdays, the; also OJ>en throughout s~:~nd,ay afternoon. 30% , Adv_erts·thatrequ[re u_nu&ually large amounts of design work: 
What IS the -result. D_ru~~enness bn thE; streets ·. A tJdal wave will have the extra work carried out by a stud io at full comme~cial 
of alcohol related -cnme . Hardly·, what I experienced was a 1 E. 1. -1 - -11 b. · · .;·· · 
· h 1 'd b k ·· ~.-. · d . k' · - . d h .ra e. s liTia es Wl e.g1ven. muc . more a1 - ac ap·proaC 11 to rm mg, ·no ma rus to · · ·· . _ . . . _ _ 

drink up at 1 1, no crowd·s spi'llirig onto the streets en inasse OPEN! TIMES is P. · hed by Stockpor-t & Sotith Man'chester 
when the pubs shut: So. the next time you get a lecture on the CAM RA-, · The· Campaign for Real · Ale. Views expressed are _ i19t 
.e,vils o.f liberaiised h9urs·. just ask. this question , -if the Sect~ ne~eS,S<l;tilythcse of Hie campaign either loc~lly or mitionally. Edito.r : 
,can handfe it why shoti_ldn't we? John Clarke,45 ·Bulkeley Street,_ Edgeley; Stockport SK3 9HD. 'IT 477 

lt is also worth stating that it will of course be open to p'ubs 1973 (homet831 7222 ·X 3411 (wk): News, articles and letters welcome. 
:to decide whether or not fa take advantage of any liber~lisa- All items may be submitted iri aM popular WP format 6r ASCII on IBM
tion of openi'ng hours. Some will cho·ose not to, much the same PC form~! 3:5" ,disks ·(which will eventuaily be returned!). All items© 
as they don 't Open a i l - ~ay during the week now: B!Jt for ·some, CAMRA: __ . _be repro'duced. if source acknowledged. 
it could be ,a_lifelihe and that 's got to be a good .thing. - Contributors-to th ~dition: 'John Clarke, Rhys Jones, Paul Hutchings, 

* * * * * * . Richard· Hough; Phil Levison, Stuart Ballantyne, Robin Wig nail, TillJ 
How pleas ing it is to ·report that not only has the Pineapple Jones,· Mark Mc~ol)achie, · 

in Marple removed the fake· handpump for Scrumpy jack but 
we also learn that Ro'binsons views coincide with CAMRA!scin - Design and adivisionofConnaughtTechnologies', 
this particular issue. They, 'too , feel that these fake hand pumps using Aldus '5, Corel Draw 3.0 &4, 
could be interpreted · by pub-goers as dispensing the real Microsoft Word for Windciws 2.0 & 6.0, and Wordperfect 5.2. Mer. Offic~ 
thing, vihen of course Scrumpy Jack is a keg product. They have is l_ocated_ at 8 The Green, Heaton Norris, Stockport 
stipulated that any instailations in their pubs must use a S.K4 2NP. 061 432 8384 Printed by Redvers Press Fai lsworth. 
truncated 'handpump ' which fronts an obvious keg switch. I'll THINKING OF JOINING CAM RA ? 
certainly raise my glass to that.. .. but if Robbies can do it, what DO ·IT NOW! INDIVIDUAL MEMBERSHIP 
excuse do <~ny other p~bs have for continuing the deception? 
Answe-rs on a postcard ple~se. 

-I 
I 

-§IH[ADY OAK 
REDFORD DRIVE, BRAMHALL 061-439-1070 

5 REALALES 
''l'ETLEY IJI ~fTER. & IMRI\. MiLD 

TlfllullT:ES. J>EIJJ(i l?. BE 
:+- · NE (N "IAR .(TU EST 

".BIG STEAK " MENU SERVED 
·LlJNCFJ'TI ME &. EVENiNG 

7 DAYS A WEEK . 

~--~ PM?. & fJ&dfe . 
.. · . . .. , -

.e .Victor.ia -· 
· Hap_ Stre~~~ .(!ff~~ton 

Gi,eenalls:·Ale·s · 
plus 

A GUEST BEER ea_ch \!VEEK · 
· OPEN ALL· DAY 

BAR FOOD AVAILABLE 
· Your. Hosts 

. lan & Christine _ .. . . 

Tel: (061) 480 3983 

·THE HINDS ·HEAD -
YllLII-11'~)sts Alan ·and Jun ~ 1-·resto.n imi ite V(>u to c1 ll i n ,llld. 

' ·; ~njoy, the {r f:i·ie d,ly <-ltmo;;phere <l i~d servi ce .· 

·.- · -. TRADITIONAL HAtm PULLED BEERS · -
C~:sH~ Ede.n i Mai's fojls Pedigree, C heste rs Mlld .& iJittc1~ 

, _ Regular Guest Bee1: 

.. · AT. THE INN WITH THE REPUTATION FOR 
-, ' EXCEtLENTFOOD,AT AFFORDABLE PRICES 
. Extensi ve ' ne\~ .m~n·u incl~di ng lighte r m ei1 ls ,md · 

, 1 ,s mH::ks,yot:n1ger r hil ch·ens menu -,1.lso J\·ai lilb le 

TRADITIONAL SUNDAY LUNCH £4 .'25 . 
. H~me roa ~ ted joi;lt5 :.Se,<·ed witl<au tl1e b-'im m ings , 

-m OPEN. Fg~,i~~i~~~~o;~~ f~~~E~~~~~ MEALS 11 ] 
. . -. 7 DAv'S A WEEK . 

Urge,_ ca 1: p<1rk <l lid; h.>velv bee r gard-en. He;ton i,lll 
· ' . · lll <l)'; a~ in v ' f> t:lb o f the Ye,lr· 

StOckpor.t CANTR•l Pu/1 .uf tire Mo-uth April 1'i'i-l 

MANCHESTER ROAD , HEATON CHAPEL ~--
'" =· . STOCKPORT TEL 061 431 9301 VISII ' 

STOCKPORT AND SOUTH MANCHESTER CAMRA 
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with Mark MacCon achie 

W e didn' tget off to a good start.o n our stagger round tl"~e .City 
centre. The weather was lrlthy !hat eve nrng ot h rday 

November lH!h; strong wind and driving rain. Never mind , into our 
first pub - !he Bulls Head. London l~oad. 

This is a rather pkasant pub whic h is relatively small and 
wedge-shaped . Some nice features included !.he leaded windows, 
pictures of old Manchester and even a pictorial description of bull 
breeds. This has !wen a Burlonwood ou llel for so me yPars (ior
merly Wi!sons), sadly it. only sells biLlPr- don 'L be fooled by the 
hand pump for mild, it's ke.t;' Most of us though! the be1··r aw:rage. 
ll1is was our first sighting of Christmas decorations' An d may 1 wish 
the barmaid (of undoubted long service) a happy rd irement, ass he 
seemed to be re tiring thaln ight. 

It was dPcided (lime and drinking capac it y be ing take n into 
consideration) to omit Mo nroe's. Waldorf and the pubs in th e 'pink 
quarter' althis stage. So ou! into the rain we wen! alongtoO'Shea 's. 
This is a free housP !hat is part oft he I )ominion Hotel, sited on the 
corner of Whit worth and Princess Streets. Th is was the origi nal 
O'Shea's in the city, but I firmly believe the newer one on Chester 
Street tu be superior. Styled on "Irish Pubs", the theme is echoed in 
the beer range and decor. Food is available and live music is much 
to the fore; in fact, a band was settin.t;-up upon ou r entry. Another 
one-beer pub , this time Tetley Bitter (a bit steep at £ 1.40) . We 
scored it slightly abovP average. 

A short distance away on (;ran by l~owwas our next port of call, 
the BodPubCo's Old Garratt. This is one of th e ir extended range 
oullets, selli ng Boddies. Flowers Original , Pedigree and Pompey 
Royal amongst others on our visiLThe Boddies proved average, the 
Pompey Royal more so and the PPdigree sl igh tly below par. The 
(;arratt has been tlw SUbject offrequentre-fi ts and refurbishments; 
the current offering is pleasing to the eye. Done in "beer hou se" style 
-bare boards. blackboards, various junk, period pict ures, numero us 
busts and s!orwjars abovP the bar. Nice clock set in a neo-(;othic(?) 
pediment loo. 

Next, across to Sackville Street and the Swinging Sporran . 
Th is is an S&N le asP from UMIST, forminglh e gmund floor corner 
of a drab sixties office building. Regular OT readers will be aware 
!hat licensee CliffThorn!on is in the mid dle oi an argument between 
the two parti es aforemenliorwd. Consequently 11!:' is paying a lu di
crously high rl'nt which is rellected in !he bar prices. I )o notbe pu t 
off, however. as the Theakston beers serwd are in excellent 
condition. Best Hitter was judged good,; XB w;ts better still (vying 

for best oft be evening), whilst Old Peculierwasn'ttried. (N .B well 
cl one to Cliff for havirig keg cider on a KEC font). 

Up to Portland Street next, and Hol t's Old Monkey. Whether 
th is is meantto be a flagsh ip for Holts, I'm unsure, but it is certainly 
uniq ue in the ir estate. Opened just over a year ag·o it occup ies both 
ground and first flo ors of this corner building. Each floor has its own 
bar. Its s ize and popularity mean that it is usually packed. Clientele 
range from office workers, to hardened topers- a veritable melting
pot, all happily co-existing. 

Halts Mild and Bitter are ava ilable (at usual mana_g·ed house 
prices). Mild was acljuclgecl better than average. bitte r sl ightly 
better. 

Two doors clown we find the classic Circus Tavern . ATetley 
House now designated a "Heritage Pub", and deservedly so . may 1 
say. The Circus i11ust surely be Manchester's smallest pu b. It only 
occupies two small rooms and the corridor of a tiny tPITacecl 
cottage . The whole place exudes character and warmth an d thi s i.s 
helped alo ng by licensee Terry C01·less and hi ·wife. The ve ry small 
bar only dispenses one draught beer -Tetley bitter. This was some 
of th e best beer we were lo judge that night. 

A further two doors clown is the Grey Horse. This small Hycles 
pub is about the same size as the Circus but is of different intemal 
layout. Here it is just one long room with a side bar. Enough 
comment has passed in these pages of! ate about: the new decoration 
for me not to mention it. I clou btwhether this inlluenced beer scores 
on the two beers on sale. Hydes Mild was thought lo be poor; the 
bitter, meanwhile, could only muster average. 

The remainder of the evening was spent in pubs to the east of the 
City Centre, the fi rst of which was th e Castle on Old ham Street. 
Fo ur beers are on year-round sale in th is Rob inso ns house- Hatte rs 
Mild, Old Stock port Bitter, Best Bitter and Old Torn . Only the first 
two were sampled; the Hatters was thought average, but the Old 
Stockport rece ived marks that placed it as the second best beer of 
the nigh t. Even without these sco res the Castle m us! easily be the 
best pub on Oldham Street. The original tiled front of !he build ing 
welcomes you into the bar, with two further rooms off a co rridor. 

A sho rt walk through Stevenson Square brought us to our 
penul timate pub , Whitbreacl 'sCrown & Anchor on Hillclll Street. 
This is now clubbed a "Beer Engine" -a multi-beer ale house . In truth 
this has been the case at this pub fo r many years; Dave Glass (now 
ofthe Queens in Cheelham) starting off the pub on its current !rend 
some years ago . The beer range varies bul there are always s ix or 
so on sale at any lime. We sampled Fuggles Chocolate M ilcl which 
scored very highly andTaylors Landlord whose scorPs varied wildly 
from poor to superb; a comment made was that it was "loo cold". 

The last pub, the Jolly Angler on Ducie Street. was reach ed 
after a stifffive-minute walk. A Hydes oullel, it sells Light and Bitter. 
The Light scored high ly, but the Bitter was judged outstand ing 
beer of the stagger! What more need be said of th is supe rb pub? It's 
defini tely not the building- it's fairl y ordinary and uninspi ring . It 

--------------- - -------,must be the fr iendly Iri sh humour and character th at lice nsees 

I 
M ick and Sheila stamp upon this landmark boozer. 

Well , I e njoyed this crawl an ell hope that I have conveyed some 
of the enthusiasm to you. some of the enthusiasm !o you.As ever, 
the opinions expressed here are the author's and only cover a 
"snapshot" of the pubs mentioned. Go on, visit these pubs and tell 
us what you th ink. 

I Don~t Believe It! The Victor 
Meldrew Corner 

For years brewer's Courage, tH· rather their John Smiths subsidiary, 
were synonymous with keg beer. Having phased out real ale in l ~)76, 
Smiths s tuck rest1lutel y to keg whe n brewers !he length of the 
country were reintroducing cask. No demand, WP wen-· told . 

John Smiths have of cou rse be1~n back in th e real ale fold fo r 
some years now but given their past history a reu~ nt comnwnt by 
Courage's marketing co ntrolle r seemed imnic incl1·Pd. "We wo uld 
see keg as probably being completely withdrawn in time .... "Twenty 
years ago they were saying the same thing about rl'al ale' 

=,=:,=----------------~0-::-::-:PE:":'N~I:-:'N-=:G-:T:::--IM ES FEBRUARY 1995 
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·Never on a Sunday? 
No sooner had Home Office Ministe r Michael ForsYth given 
a CAMRA delegation the impression that the Govemment 
was hesitating on the issue of Sunday afte rnoon pub opening 
th~n Premier .John Major announces "absurd" licensing 
res~ri<;tions ~11 b~ scrapped. 

Not only that, butthe change could come sooner than expected. 
Ma~y· in the licensed h ade. had thought that we wo uld ,;ee J)ub,; 
opening on Sund;y afternooi1s by Christmas but fo ll owing the 
P.M.'s announcement. the change coul d be in place.by the Spring. 

The Cheadle Hulme Pub & Restaurant 
introduces two new chefs, 

increased choice and reduced price menus 
(Early bird 5.30 - 8 Tues - Fri) 

Silver Service/A la carte from 5.30- 9.30 
from£6.95 

3 Course Traditional Sunday Lunch £6.95 
Pub Lunches 12·- 2 from £2.95 

Bookings now heinf? takenfor weddin f{ parties etc. 
"15' _485 4706 your hosts Joan and Graham 

':Reactlori to the proposal has been mixed. Many tTade bod ies and 
bn~wers have welcomed the announcement. CAMRA's Campaigns 
MamlgerStephen Cox~.=ommented "Th is i·s very welcome and lo ng 
overdue. There has ~fever been any nioral justification fo r ,;topping · 
)Jeqple havingaquietd,rinkonSundayaftern oons. if that iswhatthey ~====================~ 
Want to do. There will be substantial trade on Sunday. for those pubs Sylvia & Neil .welcome you to 
that choose to open. The extra hour. granted in 1 ~tit\ has been very 
popular· among customers and the trade ... 

Naturally n.ot all pubs will choose to open all day on Sunday
those with a foild operatio n or in tourist areas will undoubtedly 
benefit Town locals on the other hand will probably choose to close 
fm'a period . As with weekday opening, the issue is one of flexib ility 

THE VINE TAVERN 

rather than compulsion. 
··· Opposition has come, as ever. from NAHLM the pub managers' 

union, who have in fact opposed every hou rs reform. an d the 
temperance lobby who, as usual , pred ict hellfire. damnation and 
drunken rioting in the sti·eets. The Home Office. meanwhile. are 
planning to set out their proposals in a Bill "as soon a,; po,;sible". 
There are 110 plans, however, to extend the refo rm to grant ex ten
sions to midnight on Friday and Saturday nights as there has 
apparently been no public demand for such a move. 

ESTD~ 1928 

EXHIBITION 
PREMIUM QUALITY ALE .. ' . ' " 

Birch Vale 0663 741021 

Bed and Breakfast available 
Food served Mon eve (7-9) 

& Tues - Stm (12 - 2 & 6 - 9) 

• Robinsons Traditional Ales ·- ... 

NEWCASTLE 
EXHIBITION 

This quality product with a 
unique heritage was first brewed 
for the G reat Exhibition in 1851. 

Ill I 

A robust, unpretentious premium 
ale with a low to medium 

hop f1a~our, Newcastle Exhibition 
is suitable for the existing 
. · task palate. 

Ill I 

Available in 11 gallon and 
22 gallon containers. 

Ill I 

A.B.V 4·30Jo. 

STOCKPORT AND SOUTH MANCHESTER CAMRA 
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THE PLOUGH 
Heaton Moor Road, -a 432 5563 . 

NOW FEATURING 

5 
REAL ALES 

Tetley Bitter, Jennings Bitter, 
Marstons Pedigree, 

Robinsons Best Bitter 
and introducing 

J~A\PStEt' 
j ' • ((/ /,(; (("(~ . " 

' 
TRADITIONAL "tl .'\ J~UI'ULL " BEERS 

A regular guest beer changing every fortnight 

Lunchtime Food available 
7 Days a Week 

including serve yourself salad bar 
Your Hosts Alan & Kath 

PHOENIX BREWERY 
Brewers of superb ales 

including: 

WOBBLY BOB 
DOUBLE DAGGER 
PHOENIX PORTER 

OLD OAKALE 
HOPWOOD. 

PLUS SEASOIVAL BREWS 

For details & prices ring: 
0706 627009 

OAK BREWING CO. LTD. 
PHOENIX BREWERY 

GREEN LANE • HEYWOOD 
LANCASHIRE • OL 10 2EP 

Over th,e Christmasperiod, Merseyside police isstlt'd a warning to 
the publicagainstdrinkingand walking, and that's nota misprint. If 
you're going to the pub on. foot, they told us. make sure you don't 
overindulg~. Apparently a third of all adult pedestrians killed in road 
accidents are over the legal limit fo r driving. But that's hardly 
surprising, consideriqg t,hat itrepresents ·a pretty small amount of 
alcohoL What J:iroportion ofthetotal number or pedestrians are over 
that limi t? 

It's astonishing to be addressed in such a patronis ing manner 
when yoi.I think you're doing your bit as a responsible citizen by 
leaving the car at home and walk ing to the pub. What wi ll we see 
next? Breath testsforpedestrians?People arrested for being drunk 
in charge of a pair of shoes? . Il~an't believe the police don 'l have 
better things to do with their time. 

*** We're now seeing guest beers appear in large numbers in big 
brewery pubs where you would never have believed them possible 
five. or six years ago. But why is it that,sn often, "guest lwer'' seems 
to be taken as meaning "strong bitter". and nothing else' I was 
recently in .the Old Mill at Cheadle Hulme where, in a ran.ll'e or six 
beers, there were no dark beers at all. and apart from the standard 
Tetleys, nothing weaker than 4.5%Al3V. 

While the likes of Old Speckled Hen . Royal Oak and l'endle 
Witch are all fine brews, stich a range doesn't begin to do justice to 
the vast Sj)ectrum of beer styles..now available. Why no stout:s and 
porters; which have mad e a great comeback in rece nt yPars? Why 
no old ales, or milds? And why is it so rare to see an ord inary bitter 
of 4% or less as a guest beer? Also , quite apart from rhe issue or 
choice, is the lack of a normal-strength alternative a responsible 
idea iq pubs where many customers arrive by car? 

* * * So-called hospitality received over the fe:tiw st'aso11 in the 
course of fam ily duties has reinforced n IY beliefthat canned "wicket" 
beers have a taste and texture hard to distinguish from stalt' 
dishwater. l' i11 baffled by th e number of :uppo:edly disctoming 
people l ·n'leet who express the belief that thi, : lull repn·sen ls a 
major advance in packaged beer techiwlo.gy. Have they bePn conned 
by the advertising? Do theyjudge a beer by its look alone? r:ar fmm 
being an improvement over what wen t before, "widgets" are act u
ally markedly worse- in terms of both flavour and moulhfeel- than 
theh~tter qualityconventional bottled and canned beers. 

* * * ·Drinkers everywhere will welcome the government·.· dl'c ision 
to stop funding th.e Health Education Authority. Rather than co ncen
trating on genuine health issues this self-important bodv insistt'd on 
bangi·ng on in a nannyish way abou t th e importancP of drinkers 
sticking to ltidkrous "1i1aximtim" safe limi ts of21unit s a week for 
men arid 14 for women, even :when it became clear I hat t lwst·· had 
been scientifically discredited. The HEA wa: a mi:ust' of taxpayers' 
111oney and worr'tbe missed,. . 

Marble Arch Worll Beers 
· 57 Manchester Road, Chorlton, 

:Mancheste'r 21 9PW. Phone: 061 881 9206 
OVER.lSO bottled beers in s tock including 
English Ales, German wh.eat beers, Fruit & · · 
· Trappist Beers. Glasses for Sale 
A choice of 3. different draught bceers to 

take away each week. 
Open:- ·sun: 7·10pm, Mon: 5·10pm, lues: 12·10pm, 
Wed:5~10pm, Thu & Fri:12·10pm, Sat: 10am • 10pm 

OPENING TIMES FEBRUARY 1995 



A ve,getarian deli catessen is no t perhaps the first place that spri ngs 
to mind whe n you wa nt to buy .srimething to drink at home. How
ever, ign<ire Banarbr;: rries a(yo ur pe ril for hidden at !he back of the 
shrip is a stnall but perfectly fo1'med rang-e of·alcoholic goodies to 
tickle the palates of veggies and carnivores alike. 

The sho p itself has been .opeh for 17 months now ami is tlw 
brainchild of owners Kalh Flew.ittand.l eremey Frost. an enthusias
tic ctmple who met at tllliversit y seven yeat s a.~·o and deci ded to 
channe l their inte rest in ' veget ~u:ian cookery into th e work place. 
Some co nvenience food s. ~J·J: t' stocked butthefocus is mainly (J!) raw 
Jngredi'ents, all vegetarii1n bufa ppeal in,t; to a.!L those with an interest 
ih cookei-y. There are..fnr example, 45 vmieties of cheese, including 
some ·unu sual far mhouse cheeses. b.ut. all Vr-' ggie. !Jideed. 
B;lll arberries is the first 'sh<ip .nf its kind t(, gain the Veget arian 
Societies o!Iic;ial sign of appmval.the 'V' symbol. . 

.. But whrtt about' he booze, yo\1 ask. The selectio n is sn1a!I but 
well chosen. Wine drinkers are catered for by organic wi nes an d. 
more interestingly, a range ri f country wi nes includi n.t; the li kes of 
plum brandy and damson gin :For the beer drinker yo ~J will find the 
unusual Flag I''orter (whose yj:'aSt strii in was cultured from a sample 
found in a shipwrrcck). and C(dedonian Brewrcry's Col den Promise. 
a strong flavoursome pale ~tl~ . Overseas a le~. include Lit e not-

uncommon in from France and the rarer Pinkus-M ullerwlwat 
beer from c;ermany. a superb example of the style with a spicy, 
refreshing palate. Tlw stars of I he range . though. have lobe the 
large bollles of Du nkertons Cider and Perry. Class ic pmducts fro m 
a relative newcomer lo the cidermakin.t; scene.thesrc aw favouri tes 
at Stockport Beer Ft·stival. and justifiably so The normal range 
stocked is the dry and swr-'et c idr-'rsplus the perry . although tlw 
nwn' r;legantCourt l~ ova l single• apple ciclr-'r has !wen spotted i11 the 
pasr · , 

N'oi ··llw bigg·est 1·ange. JJt'l·ilaps. but we ll tlwu.~ht out and 
j)i't's~nlt:' d wiih enthusiasm. Well worth a visit. Banarberries is on 
Li.ttle Unde rbimk in ·StqclqioJ·t.just oppositt' the ()urct-'ns l-It' ad. our 
pub oJthe ye'a'r (S<im Sni i11is beers. incidentally, are also suitable for 
wgg\es). lfyritt want. IO p!H i.n'i:: to ~ee what.\ i1i stock I hen thev can 
lw.r ontacterl ti n (061) 474 ·0:JJ.J: · · 

Over 40 
Real Ales' · 

· · ·. at the Mill 

• at the Pi~r 
Live Mt,Jsic 

Beer Festival 
Planning is now we ll advanced for the Nint h Stock port Be("!' & Cidt· r 
Festiva l. to be held all he Town Hall ballroom on lst-:·:rcl.ltii W. 

() nee again tilt' ft>sli va l is br-ing supporkd by tiH' Stock po rt J ·:xp rt ":'~ 
Advertiser. to whom grateful thanks. Therr-' willlw one or two ch<tll.l!("S 
that we will be announcing including thenwd lood and campaigni ng on 
beer duty levels. Also expect major changes on the bee r froii i - tlw 
festival bar managers tell us th at about :!(1 of last years bee rs will br· 
dropped to be replaced by brews new to the festiva l. ( Jnly one has so tar 
been confirmed - the powerfu l Lees Vin tage Harvest Ale. This is r ur- · 
renlly th e strongest beer produced in (;reale r Manchester and is 
norma lly only ava ilable in bottle. so th is will be a rea l excl usiv(•. Ala 
minimum of 11.5%ABV this will only be sold in halves and nips. 

Thanks are also clue to !an Brookes of the Bakers Vaults who has 
kindly ·agreed to be our licensee this year. Mort> next mont h. 

Tom Thumb@ 1 
54 KING STREET WEST, STOCKPORT 

A CLASSIC COMMUNITY PUB 
BODDINGTONS BITTER, JOHN SMITHS BlTIER 

MARSTONS PEDIGREE 
A PUB WHERE THERE'S ALWAYS SOMETHING TO DO 

* KARAOKE - WED, SAT/SUN * LIVE ARTISTS - FRI * 
ACTIVE GAMES TEAMS 

COME AND EXPERiENCE OUR UNIQUE FUN ATMOSPHERE 

SIR ROBERT PEEL 
83 Castle Street, Edge ley -rr 477 3424 

Delicious Home Cooked Breakfast 
served 8-11 .30 Mon· Sat only £1 .50 

Fantastic Lunches served 11.30-2 M on· Sat 
with Wonderful Daily Specials 

Sunday Lunches Served 12-5.30 
(bookings requ ired after 3) • 3 Courses for £5 .5(1 

also an extensive alternative menu 

THE PRINCE ALBERT 
107 Castle Stree t, Edgeley 

Opening Times 11·11 Mon-Sat · lormal Sunday Hours 
serving delicious meals Mon-Sat 12-2 

Bakers Vaults 
MARKET PLACE, STOCKPORT 

Robinson 's Fine Ales • 
su~er~ ~"?isine ~· ...... ~ 

lnC U 1ng ~,..,,. 

traditional 
~ .. Sunday Lunch 

.l LIVE MUSIC MOST EVENINGS 

~ BOOGIE CLUB SUNDAY NIGHT' ...,. 
J TEL: 480 3182. 

STOCKPORTAND SOUTH MANCHESTER CAMRA 
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LETTER-S q 

TIMES - -;~;~ ·· :n:Nc; 

:From : M Kelly, Tut;n'Shive at Chapel House , . 
In response to Curmudgeon Jan '95 issue, we at the Chapel 
House Tut'n 'Shive serve a variety of baked potatoes (different 
filling's) and sandwiches off our main menu which is available 

· 11 .30-2.30pm Man- Sat. From 2.30pm until8.00pm we serve 
·substantial basket meals or various stews and good old 
"fashioned home made broths together with crusty bread. 

During summer or warmer months we replace the bro~h 
and stews with sandwiches. 

Yours unnoticed again 
From : Richm·d Hou~h 
Does anyone know the origin of the scenes depicted on some 
handpumps? Two that spring to mind are a hunting scene and 
a Willow Pattern style picture in blue and white. I just won
dered, as they are frequently seen on bar counters and no-one 
I-'ve asked seems ·to .know. 
From :Peter Bames 
Wl:w is CAMRA campaigning against supermarkets? (Shop
ping Folly, OT, Decemb~r). I_ agree with you that the Sports
man, Market Street is well run , well used, well liked and is 
/mportant as one of only three outlets for Lees beer in the city 
centre. . . 

However the fabric of the pub has no special qualities, 
there are no historical connections and there is no reason why 
a replacement outlet, as part of the new development, would 
not be at least equally as good as the present Sportsman. I can 
understand licensee, Brian McCausland making common 
cause with the local. traders and campaigning against the 
whole development but CAMRA should go for the more 
appropriate and achievable objective of accepting the Super
market proposai buUnsisting on a replacement pub for Lees 
in that aiea, fronting Market Street. 

From: Cathy & Martin Kelly, Chapel House Tut'n :Shive 
In response to "Stagger" concerning the younger element in 
our estab/isf)ment. We have conducted our own survey apd 
students from Manchester University used us as a study point, 
and we both. found the cross-section of age_s immf]nse. Friday 
night is our busiest night of the week with ages ranging from 
18-70 years plus. . . · _ 

Throughout the week our youngest ages seem to be mid~ 
twenties, as you have already stqted in your disclaimer "it iS, 
only one night of the week". . -_ . 

Don 't forget the 18-20 year aids are the new generation of 
drinkers, therefore this age group need educqtinfj' on the, 
goodness of Real Ale. We find that they are increasingly trying 
the cask ales and "going off" the "BucJ.s arid DiamondWhites". 
Maybe we should leave the drinking of real ale· to ofd 

The Boddington Pub. Co. were all set to offer their tenants 
and Managers a choice of guest beers, in· additio_h ' to the 
Boddington/Higson/ Oidham products which were avail
able. By taking this action, they appeared to be stealing a 
march on their competitors, as the National brewers were 
not expected to release their tenants from the tie until 1st 
May. Bass tenants were to have complete freedom to pick 
whatever guest they wanted, but they had been "advised" to, 
stick with the brewery list. Tetley were known to be planning 
guest beers, but they had indicated they would not be 
adopting the Bass approach. · 

The closure ofHigson's brewery in Liverpool was announced by 
Whitbread together with the news that production was to be trans' 
ferred to Sheffield. Rumours of a new cask bi tter were confirmed by 
another announcement from Whitbread -a reformulation of IJent

r;=;;;;;;;;=;;;;;;;;;=================;;;;;;;!ley's Yorkshire Bitter was to be brewed at Sheffield- tes t marketing 
showed that it had been favourably received. ; 

m·e <!&lbe <!ock ·3Jnn 
<!:;'s45 WILMSLOW ROAD "£r 445 4405 

BODDINGTONS, FLOWERS, MARSTONS 
. PEDIGREE, CASTLE EDEN PLUS 
6 GUEST BEERS, changing continuously 

LUNCH: MON- FRJ 12- 2pm 
EVENING MEALS: MON - FRI 5- 7pm 

SAT & SUN 12 - 5pm 
., 

STEA-KS AT SILLY PRICES 
e .. g. 12oz T·Bone £5.95 

ENTERTAINMENT .. . 
MONDAY -IS PIANO N IGHT 
TUESDAYS- FOLKMUSIC,. 

WEDNESDAYS - QUIZ N IGHT 

0 , 
rn z 
J> rr-
a 

- ~ 

A review of flexible licensing hours, which had been-introduced 
a year earlier, had been the sub]ect of a nationwide CAM RA st:trvey 
among licensees, whose reactions were generally favourable. Over 
1\0% had tried sqmeform of changed or extended hours. and only 7% 
had judged the experience a failure and had. reverted l<i their old 
hours. There was specific criticism. however. of the number of 
Central Manohester pubs closing pro mptlY at :-1 o 'c.Jqck on a Satur; 
day afternoon; anotherdisappoititing a·spect was how few pubs were 
displaying their new hours. . . · . · 

The Red Lion in Cheadle had been Closed. was surf-ounded by 
scaffolding, and had been completely gutted byPlaymaster Leisure·. 
There were also fou ndations fo r what looked like an extension. 
Fu'rther details were promised in dtie COttrse. ' 

Full marks to Robinsons for . making an exce llent io b of the 
alterations at the Arden, Arms, Millg_ate. The landlord said he was 
aiming to create a town centre showpiecefcir l~ob i n sons . 

ASHTON'S ~~~~ SAT1130 3,00 
PREMIER 7 00 · 11 flO 

FREE SUNDAY 
HOUSE USUAL TIM~S 

• REAL ALES BOODIES. PEDIGREE , CHESTERSMILD 

• HEAL c H 0 IcE 7 OR 8 GUESr'ALES -FACH WEEK 

• REAL FOOD ' : S UPERB HOME CQOKED:LUNCHES 

•REAL ATMOSPHERE IN THE p~~:G~~~~~RVATORY ' 

IN SHORT A •' PUB 

OPENING TIMES FEBRUARY -1995 
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There are various bits from around the Tameside and Stockport 
areas of High P eak, supplemented by info from the Derbyshire 
bit of the branch from Frank so I'll start in Marple at the 
Pineapple without further ado. Recently controversy descended 
in the form of ScrumpyJ ack' keg_ cider and more particularly the 
method of dispense! A prominent FAKE handpump was spied 
alongside the genuine article that serve the regular Robinsons 
TRADITIONALbeers. This, as has been reported in these pages 
on numerous occasioiis, i's froWned on· by CAM RA as it plainly 
attempts to. de<.:eiye the public into thinking that a traditional 
cider is availaple. Well the up:shot of this is that the offending 
"handpump" has been em<;~sculated and is now little more than 
your ayenige·"Bobbitt". Who s;tys it's quiet in Marple. 
Up on' the Ridge, the Romper is regularly sellitig Coach Hiluse beers 
andalso has a "hou se beer" itvailable.This , tiiisurprisingly, is rumoured 
to)J'efrmh this .very brewety and can be found alongside Innkeepers 
Spt!~i<tl Reserve. · 
In near-by' Romiley.th e Hare & Hounds on Hatherlow is undergoing a 
refu.rbishment and . at the time ofvisit , the large lounge (to the left as you 
appn~ach the bar) was s~:reet1ed off whilst work was under way. This 
large Boddies pub is the oldest in Romiley and it must be hoped that any 
work cioesnotalter the characterofwhatis a vety popular watering hole. 
There is one improvement already visible. the god-awful eagle has 
disappeared from the front (1iever to return?) 
Over in Hollingworth. the Gun Inn is still closed fo r a t·eJit but recent 
information would suggest that it won't bt' long befort' it re-opens in all 
its Henry's.T<ible glory. 
In Ashton a new brt'w is availabl t' at the Station. Richard Cobden bitter 
has been on sale fora number of wpek~. It is being brewed by Moorhouses 
at the mon'lent on behalf of a brewe1y soon to open in the old Reform 
Club offWellington Road in Stockport.lunderstand th at eventually four 
beers will be avai1able to challenge its big neighbour. 
In Hyde at theCheshire Cheese the only real ale available is Boddingtons 
Mild. The bitter is now served through a monstrous font and is brewe ty 
conditioned keg crap .... for all of you who like to go to the pub for a pi nt 
of the sort of rubbish any selfrespecting drinker woul d only dr ink in tlw 
privacy of his ownhomt'. Has the .worlcl gone mad? Life rell ecting art at 
its most riclicul'Oils . . 
Whitehough's lo,ss is (;]<issop's ga in as Peter l{obert s took over th e 
Prince ofWales, Mi)ltown . (; lossop in mid-Janua1y after John Braclley's 
move to pastui-es ·ne\"' in Lancashire . Pe ter. who re-t•s tabli shed the 
Oclclfellows at White liough into. a recent (;oocl Bee r ( ;uide regular 
t> ntrant has n;ore, than ·prfivPrl himse lf and moves as a m<tnager to th e 
busier (;JossopJiu'b•whiGh is also in the l'J ~J:i guide. Both th ese M arstons 
hou se's have the -Head Brewt>r's Choice available. 
The Crown in<;Iils'soiJhaw been taking Mu seumAle duringthewinter 
month ~ again ;;loh~side it s< lld·Ii reweiy Bitter. 

, . . ·-. . •. _. . ,. . . . . •, . . .. . . .. . . . . . ... . . . . . 
!J~~Sia!J~ ·~ta 
~-e Greyhou~d 
· · ·Bo~~eri , St.,. Edgeley 

. . . . . . . . . . . . . I 

Boddingtons Mild .& Bitter 
· · · ~ · Theakstons· Bitter 
guest · beel's chang.ed ·weekly, 

A warm welcome guaranteed 
CAMRA Pub of the Month May 1993 : 

' ••• : •••••••••••••• • . ••• .!If.' • ••••• , 

The Nursery Inn 
.GREEN LANE, 
BATON NORRIS, 

STOCKPORT 
432-2044 

* Traditionally Brewed Hydes Anvil Ales 

* Good Home Cooked Food Served Daily 

* Lunches every day including Sundays 
for families in our Dining Room. 

* Bowling Parties and function room. 

* Egon Ronay 1993- MLC Guide 

John and Janice welcome you to 

W:be ;fflarble ~rcb 1ree ~ouse 
73 Rochdale Road, Mer 4.(061) 832 5914 

Guest Ales, Traditional Ciders 
and bottled beers from 
Germany & Belgium 

Good home-cooking available all day! 

Families welcome 
Live Music I Function Room 

NELSON INN 
Didsbury 

Fine Cask Conditioned Ales 
Websters & Holts 

Cheapest Beer In Didsbury 
Open All Day 

Come and Try our 
Quiz nights (Tuesday) & 

Karaoke nights (Wednesday) 

The Old King 
Great Portwood St. 

- STOCKPORT- 061480 6026 
HANDPUMPED REAL ALE including 

DRAUGHT BASS* GOOD FOOD SELECTION 
MON- SAT 12 - 1:1.00, SUN 12 - 2.30 pm 

OPEN SATURDAY 11.3Q- llpm 
FUNCTION ROOM AVA'ILABLE FOR PARTIES 

AND PRIVATE CLUB MEETINGS 
SKY SPORTS ON, SATELLITE 

CHILDRENS PARTIES CATERED FOR 

:JlYll'l?.._:JlOS'TS Steve & Dorothy 

STOCKPORT AND SOUTH MANCHESTER CAMRA m 
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:~:-·~,>q\t\1\RJ.\ CJ.\ltt~'G! 
·~ampai.gn For Real Ale· Branch Diaries 

February 95 

. ,Thursday g'_ Monthly branch meeting in the 
upstai rs roo m, Frien dship . Hyde Road 

· Gorton. 1996· Good Beer Guide se lection 
please try to attend. Starts 8.00pm. 

Friday 10 - New members soc ial - t ri p t 
Po rt ers Brewery at Haslingden . Minibus 
leaves the Crown , Heaton Lane at 6.30. Ph on 
Chris and Sue on 486 9256 to book a seat. 

Monday 13- Social, Firtree, North Reddish. 
Starts 9.00pm. 

Friday 17 - Edgeley/Shaw Heath Stagger. 
Start 7.00pm Roya l Oak, Castle Street. Meet 
8:30 Sir Robert Pee l, also Castl e Street. 

Saturday 18 - Ll andudno Beer Festival by 
tra in . Depa rt Manchester Piccadilly 1 0.17. 

Monday 20 - Social, Durty Nellies, Wilmslow 
Road. Fallowfi eld. Starts 9.00pm . 

TLiJesday 21- Pub of the Morith , Circus Tav
ern , Portland Street , Manche~te r (see arti cle 
on p.aqe 3. . · 

Here are the mon thly branch event diaries , st artin g with 
Stockport & South Manchester , fo ll owed by H ig li Peak. 
Needless to say me mbe rs of both branches . an· we lc01ne at 
each other 's events. · 

February . 95 . 
Monday 27 - Social. Cheadle Hulme, Cheadle 
Hulme (where elsel?). Starts 9.00pm. 

Monday March 6 - Social. Rothwells , Spring · 
Gardens. Manchester. Starts 9.00pm . 

Hi;.;h Pcnk Brnnch coPcr Rcllllilcy. tvi nrp!~ · . 
Brcdlmry, Woodlcy nnd nil po inb north. T/n·y 
have notified OT of tlzc(cJI/muing CU<'IIts: · 
Monday 13 · lv1on hly branch meetin g at the 
Du ke of York. Romi ley. Aim to get there by . 
8.30. 

Saturday 18 · Den on pub crawl. Meet Big 
Chapel House 8.00·8,30pm. 

Saturday 25 - Shude Hill crawl. Marble Arch 
8. 00pm , Beer House 8.30, Hare & Hounds 
9.00. 

Sunday 26 - Woods wa l · on Kinder SeouL · 
Meet Grouse at Chunal 9.45am. 

Saturday 4 March- Sheffield by ra il taki ng in 
a visit to Kelham Island Brewery. Phone 
Frank Wood on 0457 865<126 for details 

FORTHCOMING BEER FESTIVALS 

• 
. Feb. ~~-:-18 LI~ndt.tdno , Aberconwy;Cen:tre, Up to 50 beers inc N .Wales brew 

March 3 :-:- 5.Wigc:tn,, 1.1-ill .atthe Pier, 35 Real Ales+ ciders 
(non cAMRA Festivais) -~ , .· · · · 
Fc b ?S;-iV(a'rch l , :C.i:ty Anns, :Kt;ii~l :~dy ?free t, Manchester City Centre 

, Mard~8 to. i2 , CIDERFESTfVf\,L20+ tr0-d i'tional Ciders & Perries Beer H ou e, Cit 

. . 

·,. .. MILLGATE. . .ST0CKPORT 

Robinsoris Traditional Ales 
· BITTER. MILD, OLD TOM 

O N DRAUGHT 
Open All DAY Fri./ Sat. 

BAR MEALS AVAILABLE 

\!rbc 3Rohin ~oob · 
I-II G II L ANE. 13 UXTON RO A D. STOCKPORT 

Tl' l~ phone : 061-4XJ 2602 

~~ l3EE R GA RDE N 
* CH IL DREN 'vVHCOl\II L: 

' ~< . I ~ < )OD SERVED i\LL Di\ Y 
" ( 7 .l) i\ '\'Sl _, . , 

:.:~ . 1~ \JNCT !QNS eft\ 
:;~ SATEL LI TE T ;V ~.I 

_ .. . ' Rol?in . .,·ni .. ~ Tr~diUonal Al~s ., ··· 
.... · ·. You.r :'/111 .\I,: Jcwl'T &. Peter JJ/isscfl .\1/dJ.I. / . 

,i.. . . .. . 

·,. '.' 
' 

Centre 

LLANDUDNO 
BEER FESTI AL 
ABERCONWY CENTRE, 

LlANDUDNO 

THURSDAY 16 -
SATURDAY 18 

FEBRUARY 1995 
OPEN 6pm- llpm EACH EVENING 

& 12pm- 4Pm FRJ & SAT 

So REALALES 
AND CIDERS 

FEATURING NORTH WALES BREWERli::S 

ENTERTAINMENT: 
FRI EVE: TULUIMORE DEW .. 

SJIT I.UHCH: MORIUS DJJHCIHQ 
silT EVE: QI.OCHUIH 

FESTIVAL GlASS, HOT FOOD; 
GlASS ETCHING STALL, 

8 T-SHIRT STALL, 
CAMM PRODUCT STALL 
PLUS A CHARITY STALL 
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by Richard Hough 

T he Tufn'Shive, Heaton Chapel has been on the re
ceivin~ end of some harsh criticism in these pages 

before now. But the fact remains that it sells some of the 
best .beer in 'the vicinity, and has live music regularly. As 
such a R'n'B article must be inevitable, and when I heard 
that two decent local bands were on I made sure I got 
there early. 

· The old Chapel Hou ~e und er went a major rdurbi~h
ment several mont)1~ ago and e merged a~ the now infamou ~ 
Tut'n'Shive, complete with old door~ on th e ceilin .~- and wonky 
blackboards. Althmt _~-h it ha~ been wide ly slated fo r th e int e
rior decor, it retain ~ far nwn-· characte r than many bland refur
bi shment~ that ca n be ~ee n locally. A l' u b Vandali sm award to 
the pub wa~ taken in g·oocl heart. and th e T u! re main s as popu
lar as ever. 

A r~uige of ca~k alt'~ .~Tee!;; the cu~tomers as they walk 
through the door. and while it is a predominantly 'vVhitb reacl 
range , theY,do offe r more than most. Taylor~ Landlmcl was th e 
first _-choice, ailcl very good it was !no. T he four hanclpumps 
near the l;>ar wet'e not operational. but all the beers displayed 
wet·e available 'to tlw rear. 

1t is a rare (and pleasant) ~ i ght to ~ee a pub so full of 
people so early in the ewning. And it looked fair to get ft,ll er. 
which leads neatly into the next pin t. Full ers London l't·icl e , 
advertised a~ being 'now on '. gained fav ourable repor ts fm m 
all quarters. Unfortun ately a fi ve-~econcl-per-son_g soundcheck 
detract~ Jrom the a!m(>sphere. but we _got the impn:·ssion we 
were _gc'>in,t:-to get something goocl . 

. Wi!l"jOUt warning, Hangnail appeared "udden ly from 
nowhere . and kicked off with a funk y pun ky version of Blur's 
"Boys and Cirls"; the.be"t version I'll hear for a while I shou ld n't 
wondei·. This was In Face rock li rock wa~ to 

:• ·,'·' . 

be. Hangnail arr; ,; local :'ic]liec(~ who 'phty Jo,r plt~itstn:c~ with, a 
good mix of cover vers iim~ ancl self-pi:omwd material. M<·n·ticin 
"hould be made :that Mlkey.the lead .l!uif<uii,sl vv:<is· iJhiyh-1.~-- ,v iil1 · 
a di~located shc~trlder ~and - con sidei-ing thi's . . i.i' was<( gh:ai pt->r- : 
formance, wi th just the c1ccasional 'odd ' bit. .• · .. · " · :. 

· Morlands Old SJ)ecklecl Hen w<i~ · ne illit:r des·,.w rately 
bad nor desperately g-one\; whk:h tench to be pai· fc1r tbl-· course~ 
·for th is now wide ly available beer. Much more con spicucius 
was the lead vocalist who (apart frmn the Nazi Punks *!*! off 
'!'-shir t)' could have been a clone for .Johnny l~olten. A pint o f 
Chesters Mild wa~ fairly average. but it is s till betteJ- now it is 
contract-brewed by Everards. 

I'eeclback was both used and abu~ed , and by now Hang
nail had submerged into hare! rock with ~quealing gu ilars and 
noisy drums, but were nonetheless holding the crowd's att.e n
tion . It was a hit quieter although no le~~ subdued by the pool 
table. The last tow ~ongs de~erve ~pecialmention : "Ni_ght Boat 
to Cairo" lacked the spon1-,ry :.;ka of the Madne~~ original. but 
was even so a desperately goocl'rendition: and they ended with 
a grunge ve rsion of Cameo's "Word Up". 'Hangnail are prob
ably the best band on this side of the plane t' said Tim 

My Cat Dances. Locallads with a pe nchant for deliver
ing decent guitar-based melodic tune~. This i ~ what nop-fringed 
jingle-j ang le pop has become, and it's not at all unpleasant. 1-lav-. 
ing said that itstill contained th e rough edge of a live perform
ance. They did 'Working Class Hero' (a seriou ~ ly g·ood cover) 
and I got a pint (rf Christmas Pttdding. £1.40 f(H: a S.!J 'X. Whit
bread beer was reasonable enough and the beer itse lf was () K. 
although T'v'e fuicfbette'l· Pudding elsewh ere. IL (]idn '.t ciuite tan-
talise the taste bud ~ as lt .should have clon·e. · 

From son-iewher.e the ba.nd deve!opecl .~or\1e sq uealin,g 
energy and passion. It sou.nded vaguely familiar ye t rdaii ied 
its orig inality, T hey eased froin live'ly I'llck (o simpk melC>cl ic 
pop with effortless ea.'ie. Thet'e· ·was J1ever adttfl' ti1< \nwnt iii . 
this ni~ht ,of liquid ent~rtainrneni. Jhe JellyB'ean .M,ftchi'tit' \vas 
pretty good too. The'naJTles to 'watch J01' in' the futun· {·imld b<· . 
Hangnail and My Cat Dances . A.nd _get to. the Tqt'n'Shiv<~ on · 
T uesdays for g reat local indie-type musi c. My c<:~ l wi ll da.nc:<· 

~ . . ,• 
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around 20 beers aV'<ti]a])lC '.·_~tAL·.·· ·· ····E'.B _ EZ.·. 
A ................ '-A........ beers fi·cnn Eldtidge Pppe~ · . :'t;:C ;' ··: · GG 

Coach flouse, EXInoor, Hydes, Halts, 
Lees, 1\tioorhouses ... 

FEBRl:ARY 20 - 23 

AT THE THIRSTY SCHOLAR 
annuut 10 beers available 

il1clndiug Lees, Oak, Hydes, 
I-Iolts, /u.-chers and Ringwood 

FEBRUARY 27 -
J\1ARCH .2 · 

Souvenir (;lasses available at the, 
.Jnhcz C1cn<>' FestNal 

~b 

Food Available 

. ". 
.. ,. . 



THE KINGS ARMS 
BWOM STREET, SALFORD 
W.illmm~m.~ .. :t~illii%t@W..ill.U.l1Lt~~(:@J~:s"" _ '="'~~mt~M~Cltz.:'Jf.!'ill.t:mtai= .. t'M£7'~~ 

Da"e and Sue Price welcome you to enjoy 
the line range of heers, ciders and foods 

in Salford's Premier Ale House 

HIGHEST QUALITY 

HOLTS, THBAKSTONS, & 

TIMOTHY TAYLOKS 

CONSTANTLY CHANGING RANGB OF 

GUBST BBBKS & TRADITIONAL CIDBKS 

"Ir 429 

0549 

CROWN A.LE HOUSE 
HEAT ON c . . . . NORRIS 

\~!!!-.!~.:1 

Boddmgtons Bitter plus 

9 e~er changmg Guest Bccl.·s 
Real Cider or Perry alv.rays available 

Many Interesting Continental 
Bottled Beers · 

Home Cooked LWI-ch till.1e Foo(l · 
Your hos"ts Lorrai1te & Steve J ames 

Heaton Lane, Stockport 

OPENING TIMES FEBRUARY 1995 
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'0 nly a ·short r_epo-rt this · 
. month. As usual,- the rush 

to .open or re., open before Cll,rist
mas has resulted in a lull after the· 
festive season, and while a few 
long-heralded ;projects (the 
Jabberwocky, and tM Harrison 
& ~Hey buildingY an~ 'still unfin
ished_ business, in : gen.eral the 
city's b~er sc~ne ha$. been rather by Rhys jones 
quiet. . _ . . ' '" ' 
· The Midlapd at B~11e ;Vue no longer sells real ale . While 
any loss · is regi:ettaqle; 1-eal ale never really established. a 
strong fo!J'owing her~ :) f: Iwas asked to nominate a pint to 
<;orivert a' keg :or' lager (lrinkedo proper beer, Worthington 
Best Bitter wottld not -be the first that came to mind. 

In Gorton; the Angel h~s replaced handpumped Stones 
Bitter with Tetleys - not only is 'the beer considerably better, 
it's a fe.w pence cheaper too. Nearby at the Vale Cottage, 
Wilsons Bitte~ is now available 'On hand pump, 1'eplacing the 
keg version previously sold. · 

In Hulme, the real ale at tlw Unicorn is now hand pumped 
Holts Bitter rather than Tetleys - all the more reason to vi sit 
this perfectly decent little pub; which yo u will -fin d tucked 
away near Marst<ins' Mancunian . In Longsight the Mad 
Hatter has been renamed the Huntingdon - apparently it did 
adopt this name immediately after re-opening, but it's only 
recently that it has been prominently di splayed. 

Jn the City Centre , the Victoria on Hard man Street is now 
known as the Rumbarbar (are pub names now allocated by 
the concerns that devise international brand names so as to 
give offence in no known language?) Handpumps have been 
installed but at the time of visiting were not yet in use. The 
range of keg beers suggests a continuing Carlsberg/ Tetley 
tie. Still _ in the Centre, the range at the XXXXX is now Tetley 
Bitter, Greenalls Original ahd a (generally fairly predictable) 
guest. At the Boar(lroom, John Smiths Bitter has been 
replaced by Theakstons XB: however a cask breather system 
is -in use on the traditional beers. 

•. . . ·.--...... . . 

. Th~ Royal ~~k,. C~stle St;~et, Edgeley, no onger 1as 

. Ho Its Bitter a.s a guest beer. A strange move as the Holts 
always seemed to be selling well when Opening Times 
called. Perhaps the fact that the pub's lease is currently 
up for sale has something tO" do with it. Also up for grabs 
is the nearby Prince Albert, another popular local. 
The Crown, Heaton Lane, Stockport has . introduced Lees 
Bitter as a permanent addition to the range there. Thi s is, we 
think, only the second regular outlet for Lees in the town, the 
other of course being the Travellers Call in Bredbury , which 
seems to have been under the threat of demolition since 
Adam was a lad. · 
Work seems to be under way on not one but tWo "Scruffy 

. Murphys" Irish theme bars, both along the Wiimslow 
Road corridor. The Harrison & Killey building ~cross 
Grosvenor Street from the Flea & Firkin is li}<.ely .to be 
first off the mark followed by the J abberwocky part ofthe 
Queen of Hearts in Fallowfield, with the pub it~elf 
becoming a non-brewing Firkin. . · · · · · · 
Ail other area bf activity in the City Centre is tlie ~anal Street 
area where Boddington PubCo last month finall y i:on1pleted 
the purchase. of the large building next to th:e Rembrandt 
Despite 'jts 'location 'we understand that thi s new 'venture is 
indeed to be a 'straight' venue. 
More City Centre news : following on from la!;!t ti10nth's 
reportoftheJ D Wetherspoon development o-n Deansgate, 
we now hear that this fast-expanding London-based pub 
chain has acquired another property, this time in th.e 
Piccadilly area, apparently out-bidding Yates Wine Lodge_s 
for the site. More news when we have it. 
Back in Stockport, the string quartet now perform s at the 
Olde Vie in Edgeley every other Wednesday anci not every 
week as we reported last time. 
Boddington PubCo have sold a batch of some 30 pubs to 
Paramount, a pub chain in which Burtonwood and Bass have 
large stakes, and Paramount subsidiary Real Inn s. Those 
di sposed of include the Bulkeley Arms in Stockport, the 
Smithfield ip Operishaw ·and the Sun in Mat desfieJ (L 

r------~-------------------~~~-------, 
1·(0 · . ·APPLICATION FOR CAMRA'MEMBERSHIP . I I -~ . . . (OT1 30) . ' .. . •. 1 
: -~ - . I I We :i.~h _to. join .the Campaign for Real Ale Limited, and agree to abide by · th~ Memorandum and Articles of Associ~tion of the • Campaign _1

1 I s: · ... : ~AME(SJ ' .· ,. . DATE I 
. en . 

I ffi · ADDRESSS . ; . , . • ' . . . I 
: ~ . . . • ·--.: --: . POSTCO DE I 

: . ~ ... Si~NATtiAE •: :: ,· •;' TELEPHONE NUMBER{S) : 

I g · "J /'WeenC!oserel~ itta ilc'e Jo r ind ividual/joint meinbership for one year: INDIVIDUAL £12 0 JOINT MEMBERSHIP £14 0 , : 
: t5 _ ' . . . '" . . STUDENT or OAP or REGISTERED DISAB,LED £6 D I 

1 Cliris Stone l Sue.Tittensor, 11 Twiningbrook Road, Cheadle Hulme, Stockport,SKB SPU · : 
I tho~e wishi11J.[ to join CAM RA who l1:v~ in the Marple. Hredbu1y, _Woodley or Romiley areas, should write instead to: Tmn , . ·I 
L ©h-7 !,IJid. 5 Vemon !Jrwe: Marple. SK6 6}H. where different.tem_zs wtll apply · . _ .J.-
~ ·------·-~----------------------~--·~ . 

J 
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GUIDE'95 

COME TO THE ALL YEAR ROUND BEER FESTIVAL J l 

7he Beer .. Bouse 1

' 

12 Angel Street, Manchester · 
. REAL ALES ON OFFER including . : .. 

BURTONWOOD BITTER, THEAKSTONS XB and 
BEST BITTER, MOORHOUSES PENDLE WITCH 

+ 8 EVER CHANGING GUEST BEERS 
including a GUEST MILD 

PLUS A RANGE OF TRADITIONAL CIDERS, 
DRAUGHT BELGIAN KRIEK, LEFFE BLONDE & 

MANY BOTTLED BELGIAN and other FOREIGN BEERS 

IIDY &. SA,t S~ F"IJRST ANNaVERSAlR<Y' 

C~DER FESTIVAL 
W'IEDNIESDAY MA.RCHI 8 =SUNDAY MJAR~C; HI 112: 
20 TRADITIONAL FARM & SMALL PRODUCER .CIDERS 
including: 

__ ., BOLLHAYES, NAISH, COOMBES, BROOM FARM_, 
HARTLANDS, RICHS ... and BE,TTYS. 
accompanied by a range of farmhouse cheese$ .... 

SOMETHING FOR EVEN THE MOST DISCERNING TASTE 

l · lunchtime Food 7 Days A Week : 
TRY OUR SUNDAY BREAKFAST 12- 2.30 

EVENING MEALS 5 - 7 THURS & FRI 
HALF PRICE MENU EACH MONDAY 

FREE CHIP MUFFINS EACH WED 5 ~ 6 · 
PARft' OR. MEETING ROOM 

AVAILABLE FREE . 

THREE 'IP,RADITIONAL CIDERS ALWAYS AVAILABLE . · (OG1] 
- GOOD FOOD - Vegetaria~s welcome. . .· 8a9.·. 

OPEN ALL DAY MONDAY- SATURDAY 12-31i 7-10.30 Sun . 7019 

OPENING TIMES · FEBRUARY .1995 


