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All the furore in the local press about plans for the
second runway at Manchester Airport has con-
centrated on the immediate environmental prob-
lems this may cause - tucked away in future plans
forthe areq, however, is ascheme to take overthe
village of Ringway and replace it with a giant fuel
depot. Amongst otherbuildingsto go wouldbe the
village pub - the well liked Romper.

The development is some way off yet and may
not take place until the early years of the next
century, although the proposals are likely to en-
counter stiff opposition when they are formally
brought forward (not least fromm CAMRA). From the
plans so far published, it looks as though the pub is
towardsthe edge ofthe developmentsocommon
sense may yet be brought fo bear.

Of more immediate threat is a proposed road
schemeinStockport. Followingourreportiastmonth
about the inner relief road, we now leamn that a
proposal under active discussion is one fo widen
the approach roads fo the Greek Street rounda-
bout. Such a development would certainly see off
the Armoury and could also threaten the Swan
and, conceivably, the Grapes. We are trying to
obtain more information about this scheme and
will bring more news when we have if.

SPORRAN LATEST

We have reported in the past how UMIST and Scottish &
Newcastle are in cahoots to repossess the Swinging
Sporran in central Manchester to tumn it into offices and a
staff club (which S&N would then supply with beer...).
Well, things are now getting really silly as UMIST have
served S&N with anofice detailing numerous violations of
the lease and demanding that they be put right and also
asking for compensation.

Amongst the complaintsis one to the effect that “the
activities of the occupant are a constant nuisance to the
landlord...” The occupant is of course licensee Cliff
Thomton who is batting to keep his livelihood and his
home in the face of overwhelming pressure from S&N to
get out. No doubt UMIST do find the thwarting of their
scheme a nuisance - others may take a different view.

4,300 COPIES OF OPENING TIMES ARE DISTRIBUTED
TO PUBS THROUGHOUT STOCKPORT & SOUTH &
CENTRAL MANCHESTER, AND PARTS OF SALFORD,
MARPLE & ASHTON
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é CAMRA Stokport & South Manchester Pub of the Month Award for September goes to a

much likedlocal pub - the Crown, Hillgate, Stockport. More affectionately known as the ‘Comer
Cupboard’, the story of the Crown in recent years is a familiar one - a locals pub in seemingly
terminal decline under the uncaring auspices of one of our national brewers rescued by an
independent brewer and brought back to life by hardworking licensees.

LITTLE JACK HORNER
28 LORD STREET, STOCKPORT

R VAUX SAMSON,
bx]<)  VAUXDOUBLE MAXIM,
AR WARDS BITTER

CONTINUOUS RANGE OF GUEST BEERS
HOME-COOKED FOOD
MON-FRI LUNCH

BAR SNACKS AVAILABLE EVERY DAY TO
10PM

Kendlegate Wine Cellars Ltd.

164 Northgate Road, Edgeley. Tel: 477 3939

Wide range of Belgian & Continental Beers
Cask beers to order, glass hire, delivery service.

Timmermans, Leifmans, Orval, Chimay, Duvel, Hooegarden,
Rodenbach, Kwak, Westmalle, St. Sixtus, Pinkus and more.
Worthington White Shield, Imp. Russian Stout, Taddy Porter.
Westons Scrumpy & Vintage Ciders.

Wide Selection of Wines £2 - £20
Parties & Functions supplied.

Note: We operate under the Wholesale Licensing Regulations
therefore minimum purchase is 24 bottles beer ur
12 bottles wine/spirits, which can all be different.
Open: 8am - 5.30 pm Mon - Fri, 11 - 3pm Sat
(CLOSED Sundays)

Telephone orders accepted on a COD basis

The villains of the plece here are Grand Met whose
unredlistic attempts to impose an Innfrepeneur lease saw
the departure of long-standing tenant Brian Cumston (and
so ending his family ‘s 80 year tenure at the pub) and a spiral
of decline setin under a succession of temporary licensees.
Luckily the Crown was among the block of local pubs
bought by Sunderland independent brewers Vaux - a com-
pany that obviously cares for its pubs and can offerarange
of qudlity real ales. This was followed up in December 1992
by the arrival behind the bar of Debbie and Jack Parrott,

Although this was Debbie and Jack's first pub, they had
awedalth of experience in the local licensed trade including
14yearsasstewards at the Armoury Drill Hall. This experience
was brought fo bear as they set about restoring the pub’s
fortunes and they have beenrewarded by the sight of many
of the old customers returning and, indeed, the pub now Is
much as it was in its heyday before Inntrepreneur loomed
large - a simple fwo-roomed pub, few frills but a superb
atmosphere and tasty pints of Vaux Bitter and Thome Mild
on handpump.

Join us as we award Debbie and Jack for restoring the
fortunes of this classic street comer local on Thursday 23rd
September - it's not the biggest pub so get there early if you
want a seat!

news in brief...news in brief...news

We have reports that Bass are spreading their wings with the
beer range at the newly-opened Woodstock in West
Didsbury. Up to 10 different cask beers have been reported
on sale at the same time. This was unconfirmed as we went
to press - more news next month,

This month also sees a slight shuffling of the pack of local
Hydes licensees. Mr Pannell of the Denmark, Moss Lane
East, moves to take up the Friendship on Wilmslow Road. He
replaces Mrs Batley and son Chris who move to take on the
Pineapple in Gorton. This move was despite a petition
organised by regulars and presented to the brewery.



If you've been to Cheadle recently, you can’t have es-
caped noticing the Cheadle Cafe Bar on the comer of
Gatley Road and Wilmslow Road. Since opening approxi-
mately eight months ago, this establishment has become
very popular, despite competition from numerous other
drinking haunts within the village.

Why then has the Cheadle Cafe Bar become so suc-
cessful? The reason for this may lie in the fact that it is not
classed as apublic house but asa cafe bar. Itistherefore not
restricted by the usual opening fimes observed by the
majority of public houses, and its manager has the freedom
to serve meals all day. Typical opening fimes consist of
weekdays, 1 Tamto 11.30pm and Sunday 10amto 10.30pm.

Another reason for its success may be due fo the varied
and interesting menu on offer. Unlike the ubiquitous chicken
curry, chillicon carne, efc. found on most pub menus, the
menu at the Cheadle Cafe Bar is completely different. The
menu offers an unusual choice of starters, for example chill
tacos and mushroom and nut fettucini, and a mix of unique
cold and hot meal selections. The menu at week-ends and
in the evenings s different from that available at lunchtimes.

Of particular interest on the cold meal side is the Deli Bar
where alarge number of saladsingredients, cold meatsand
home made breads can be mixed fo produce a meal of
personal cholce. My partner on the day did exactly this by
choosing a combination of tuna fish, cheddar cheese,
farmhouse bread, letfuce, tomatoes, peppers, tomatorelish
and a hard boiled egg. A high protein meal and each
individually priced article added up fo the reasonable price
of £3.00.

Hot meals are also available. Examples include, all day
brunch £3.85, Steak Baguette £3.95, choice of omelettes
from £2.15, | chose the latter with chips, again at a reason-
able price of £2.75. | also ordered a starter of prawns and
chicory, but due to some confusion with the waiter this
course arrived after my main meal! Apologies given and |
made comments on the excellent quality of the back to
front lunch.

There were three real ales on offer and each one sam-
pled was good. They consisted of Burton Ale, Robinsons Best
bitter and Tetley’s Biffer. The former was the most inspiring
and the Robinsons Best bitter was of a better quality than the
Tetley's. Lagers, bottled drinks, wines and spirits were also
available.

By now you may be thinking that the Cheadle Cafe Bar
offers an excellent choice of food and drink, but what about
the atmosphere of the place? Well the room is lavishly
decorated with Victorian India artefacts, e.g. numerous
omate vases and bowls displayed on lofty shelves around
the perimeter of the interior. A spacious, well seated and
table areaencompasses a centfrallarge bararea. There are
occasional raised areas in comers containing tables and
chairs for diners. The non-smaoking areas were quite promi-
nent.

If you would like a lunchtime with a different style fo the
usual "PUB LUNCH" culture then the Cheadle Cafe Baristhe
place fo go. If | see any CAMRA member there when | visit
the place | promise them a free pint. (Ha! - ed.)

CAMRA Pub Hunt

CAMRA'’s Pub Treasure Huntto celebrate ourrich heritage of
independent brewers took place on Saturday 3rd July. Ten
eager and thirsty teams assembled at Manchester's Beer
House to be set on a trail comprising eight pubs and twenty
four clues. Despite a strong challenge from South Manches-
ter CAMRA’s “Funky Monkey’s Hangmen”, the coveted
trophy - well, OK, three bottles of West Coast Brewery beer
- was won by “Dick and Puppet” (don't ask), otherwise
known as Roger Hall and Mark McConochie of CAMRA's
North Manchester branch. Having triumphed through @
mixture of pub knowledge, erudition, and sheer bluff, it was
the least Roger and Mark could do fo agree to set questions
next year, July 2nd 1994, when this year’s winners will bring
you an even more brain challenging and footslogging
event. Thanks fo all our confestants (even our wooden-
spoonists Shrewsbury Town Supporters!), and special thanks
to Petfe at the Beer House for use of the room and for the
splendid chilll afterwards.

Tom Thumb’ s

54 KING STREET WEST, STOCKPORT

A CLASSIC COMMUNITY PUB

BODDINGTONS BITTER, JOHN SMITHS BITTER
WILSONS MILD
A PUB WHERE THERE'S ALWAYS SOMETHING TO DO
EVENTS NEARLY EVERY NIGHT
ACTIVE GAMES TEAMS
COME AND EXPERIENCE OUR UNIQUE FUN ATMOSPHERE

The

(rescent

on the Crescent
between
Salford University and
Salford Royal Hospital

EVER CHANGING RANGE
OF REAL ALES

IMPORTED BEERS
HOME MADE FOOD
GREAT ATMOSPHERE
REAL FIRES

11 HANDPUMPS
Real Ciders Eﬁgﬁ%
on Handpump an
* Pinball *
* Bar Billiards *
* Pub Games *

12 - 11 Mon - Fri
- Closed Sat Lunchtime

STOCKPORT AND SOUTH MANCHESTER CAMRA




LETTERS
PENING TIMES  /#

From: Jim Flynn
| read with interest each month the somewhat eccentric views
of your columnist ‘Curmudgeon’.

Whilst on holiday recently my thoughts turmed to his June
article which | can only describe as virulently anti-family. This
man cannot possibly have ever traipsed around a town with
three kids in tow, unsuccessfully looking for a pub with a decent
pint anda halfway reasonable family room as | did in Whitstable,
Kent, this year. | can only surmise that in reality Curmudgeon
harks nostalgically back to the days when the man of the family
left the children with the “little wife” and went down to the pub
with a clear conscience.

Increasingly those days are going despite the attitudes of
old fashioned backwoodsmen like Curmudgeon and if pubs
are going to survive they must care for their potential custom-
ers given this changed reality. CAMRA has accepted the
reality isn't men like Curmudgeon sticking their heads in the
sand.

From: Richard Hough
Recently | have noticed a worrying trend in several pubs. A fine
pint of ale is often served straight into a red hot glass fresh from

From: Councillor Sheila Bailey (Lab., Edgeley)
I refer to the article in last month’s edition regarding a possible
inner relief route involving King Street West, Edgeley.
wuld like to express my fotal opposition fo this proposal

for ihe following reasons:
1. 1 do not believe we need any more road building in this area
of Stockport.
2. Edgeley has enough problems from the nearby football
stadium and increasing the volume of traffic in the area would
only add to these.
3. It would necessitate the demolition of some long-standing
local landmarks (including several popular local pubs), not to
mention some residential properties.
4. twould effectively cut off Edgeley from the Station and Town
Centre.
5. It would increase the amount of pollution in the area from
traffic fumes, particularly affecting residents in the York Street
flats.
6. Finally, before we think of building any more roads we
should vastly improve the state of many of the ones we already
have.

Whilst this proposal is not going to be put forward in the
immediate future, it is being discussed. That is why | am
making my position quite clear at the outset.

the dishwasher. Not only does this warm up a carefully kept
beer, but on occasion the glass itself may crack.

This practice is most prevalent with new or inexperienced
bar staff,or, when | ask for my favourite ‘pint in a dimple pot
please’. If licensees can take the trouble to keep a decent pint
in the cellar, why can't they serve that same decent pint to the
customer at the bar? (Answers on a postcard please - ed.)

CAMRA - THE PUBGOERS' CHAMPION
- JOIN NOW !

CAMPAIGN FOR REAL ALE

INTRODUCGING

DARK MILD 0G 1032
BEST BITTER 0G 1038
ESB 0G 1060
YAKIMA GRANDE

PALE ALE 0G 1050
& PORTER 0G 1050
KANGAROO 4X 0G 1042
GINGER BEER 0G 1050
OLD SOPORIFIC 0G 1084

DOBBINS

GUILTLESS STOUT OG 1039

| BREWED IN MANCHESTER

TRADE ENQUIRIES WELCOME
WHOLESALE TO THE PUBLIC

TEL 061 - 274 4344

The King's Arms
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WARNING: Excessive Intake of Alcohol is
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Pub Gardens

by Tom Lord

Did you frequent any pubs with beer gardens this summer?
What more pleasant pastime can there be than sitting in a
pub beer garden in the cool of the evening enjoying a few
pints among the trees, flowers and grassy bits!

Even the normal perils of a beer garden such as noisy kids;
hard benches which numb your bum; gnats, flies, wasps and
moths, not to mention bird muck, all fade into insignificance
as you relax towards the end of a fraught day with a few well
chosen pints.

This is an idyllic picture and certainly many pubs do have
proper spacious beer gardens worthy of the name, but in
these days when every other pub, be it rural, urban or city
locationseemstohave anofice proclaiming ‘Beer Gardenat
Rear’ - just what are you to expect?

In some instances it is just as well that the beer gardenisin
the rear so that you can't see it before you go in the pub!

Most rural pubs have the space to make a good job of a
beer garden provided it is well kept and maintained. Offen
the main problem with rural beer gardens are the rural
animals which regard it as their domain. Geese and ducks
generally are no problem, sheep and even cattle can be
tolerated. No, the only serious menace are goats. Lovable,
inquisitive creatures whose only faults are their persistence
and the fact that they will eat bloody anything! You cannot
get rid of them! In the main though, rural beer gardens are
excellent placesto enjoy the few good summer days we get;
and there are some excellent examples in our areq, particu-
larly in the Peak District and Cheshire.

Closingin on the City Centres, next comes the urban beer
garden; all the betfter if aftached to one of the dwindling
number of bowling greens. Smaller than its rural counterpart
it can be quite pleasant, provided it is well away from the car
park! Sitting on a piece of grass next to the car park is not my
idea of a beer garden.

It is In bullt-up and city areas where often the ‘beer
garden’ notice should be renamed ‘beer-yard’. There are
some honourable exceptions to this and some small really
good and imaginative beer gardens do exist in town and city
cenfres (fry the Station in Ashton on Warrington Street to see
what can be done). At least one local pub in Stockport has
been honest enough to term its outdoor drinking area the
“Beer Yarden”!

Oftenthe term 'outdoordrinking area’ is far more descrip-
tive since the small flagged patio or cobbled yard and odd
potted geranium does not a garden make.

So please, if we are to have beer gardens, large or small,
let's make them worthwhile. After all, the dictionary defines
‘garden’ as 'a piece of ground partly grassed used for
growing flowers and fruit and as a place of recreation’.

IN THE EDITOR'S VIEW...

Hot on the heels of last month's expose of the threat to
many of our pubs comes news of more schemes in the
pipeline threatening yet more locals. In the past the main
area of concern has been the inner-city and depressed
East Manchester - the latest threats to emerge now run
from central Stockport to rural Ringway - the message
must be clear; no matter how safe you think your pub is,
don'ttake it for granted - you can bet your bottom dollar
that someone, somewhere would be only too pleased to
tumn it into a shop, house, petrol station, road junction or,
if its a Greendlls house, a heap of rubble.

Greenalls are of course a recipient of one of our Pub
Vandalism awards this year and never has one been so
richly deserved. The sad news is that their deviousness
seems fo have paid off - as we went to press came news
thatthey hadfinally been granted planning permission to
erect a nine-storey office block on the site of Tommy
Ducks.

Of course, it's not all doom and gloom. There are at
present three pubs under construction in the Stockport &
South Manchester area - in the City Centre Holt's Old
Monkey is due to open before Christmas and The Rever-
end Joshua Brooks opens this month. In Hazel Grove,
construction is proceeding on the new Robinsons pub on
Jacksons Lane and this should open early next year -
while these can hardly replace all those that have been
lost it does give the lie to the theory that the public house

is in terminal decline.
HJotin Clarke

o ol The Pineapple Inn
%“iﬁ S 45 Market Street,
RN 4" ( Marple.
j Ji! : --‘]5[; ; 061 427 3935
EVETRT. BED & BREAKFAST

A Traditional Pub offering Robinsons Finest Hand-pulled Ales

Home-Cooked Pub Grub served
Mon - Sun 12pm - 2.30pm &
Monday - Friday 6pm - 9pm
OPEN ALL DAY FOR TEAS & FRESH ROMBOUTS COFFEE
SMALL PRIVATE ROOM AVAILABLE § 7=

English Tourist Board | [

APPROVED |

BUSINESS MEETINGS CATERED FOR
CAR PARK AT REAR
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After two and a half years together, folk band The Timekeep-
ers have played their last gig; the Olde Cock in Didsbury was
the venue for the special party. The pub is a large Whitbread
Free House on Wilmslow Road in East Didsbury. The main front
area has low ceilings and a boarded floor, which gives it a
traditional feel, while more comfortable carpeted areas can
be found to the rear.

The bar boasts around ten real ales. On the night these
included some from the Whitbread stable alongside such
delights as Preston Dark Mid (which was very nice), Nix
Wincott's THAT (which was reasonable) and favourites like
Pendle Witches Brew and Jennings Cumberland Ale. How-
ever, a word of warning about the prices which, in common
with many other pubs in Didsbury, are approaching London
standards.

The Timekeepers draw on a wide variety of influences,
including Jethro Tull, the Waterboys, The Pogues and The Saw
Doctors. These favourites were interspersed with various fradi-
tional songs and plenty of their own material. The highlight of
the first set was " Africa Trade " with Mark and Sarah in perfect
harmony on flutes. As they finished the pub was gefting very
busy, so we had a bit of a wait at the bar before the second
set began with “Folk on 45", a light-hearted romp through
some old classics, After lan, the bodhrun player, had scoffed
his flakes, Rick (on guitar) and Sarah (on vocals) freated us to
ahaunting duet, and the Bakers Dozen from Stockport were
rewarded with "Thirteen went to Wrexham*, By now every-
one was in party mood, the beer was flowing nicely and so
were the band. lan donned his wig, we had "Whisky in the
Jar” and the evening finished with an a capella version of
“Hard Times”. The Timekeepers will be sadly missed by those
of us who have grown fo love them, but we wish Sarah and
Rick all the best when they go to Australia. Richard Hough

stop press... stop press...

Watch out this month for Jabez Clegg, The Sequel - despite
doubts sometimes raised about the quality and range of
beers available at Jabez, the project has undoubtedly suc-
ceeded in what it set out to do, so much so that a similar
venture is now inthe pipeline. Thistime the conversioniscfthe
old printers on the corner of Charles Street in Central Man-
chester, which opens as The Reverend Joshua Brooks (yet
another character from the novel ‘Manchester Man’ as was
Jabez himself) on 24th of this month. This should bring a
welcome breath of competition to the nearby Lass O'Gowrie
- judging by the crowds at the Lass there is certainly enough
custom to go round. Assuming the opening stays at 24th, next
month’s Opening Times should include a full review.

OLD MILL

MILL LANE, CHEADLE HULME 061 488 4090
(off Ladybridge Road, next to Garden Centre)
TETLEY, BURTON, JENNINGS, CAINS

* Different Guest Beers Weekly
* Home Made Pub Lunches

* Traditional Sunday Lunch

* Beer Garden

* Excellent Disabled Facilities
* Large Cart Park

* Group Bookings

* Regular Beer Festivals

Your Hosts Johin 7 Bev

Brink ;
PYe e  “siockport”
= 061 - 429 6621
Woolpack

Proprietors:
Robert & Gillian Dickinson
FREE HOUSE

GOOD HOME-MADE FOOD

Marstons Pedigree Served 6 Lunchtimes a week
Theakston Best Bitter from a wide ranging menu PLUS
Tetley Bitter % 3 - Course Sunday Lunch %
Weekly Guest Beers choose from:

Soup - pate - prawn cocktail
Roast Beef & Yorkshire Pudding
Roast Chicken & Stuffing

{all served with a selection of fresh vegetables)
plus a choice of sweets
£4.75
-(‘E? L
HEATON _ <7< 72} NORRIS

SEPTEMBER BEERS
Coach House Oak Midsummer
Anniversary, Madness,

Hop Back Wheat
Beer,

Hambleton Stallion,

Butterknowle

Hanby Drawwll, Conciliation,
Hanby Black Magic, i —— Ash Vine Acid Rain,
Oakhill Black Magic, Ridleys 'F' Ale,

Big Lamp Bitter, Yates Bitter

* LIVE BANDS %
EVERY SATURDAY 9.00pm IN THE GARDEN

10 HANDPUMPS

154 HEATON LANE, STOCKPORT 429 0549




STAGGER

with Jim Flynn

It was a warm July evening when a small band gathered in
the Red Lion, Gatley, to commence our crawl around the
village and neighbouring Northenden,

For pub lovers the Red Lion is perhaps not the most
auspicious of starting places - itis one of those bland identikit
Whitbread pubs that can't make up its mind whether it is a
restaurant or a pub and consequently fails to succeed at
either. Two cask beers were tried, Boddingtons Bitter at£1.27
and Marstons Pedigree at £1.48 and both were merely
average with the Boddingtons the preferred of the two.

It wasn't difficult to tear ourselves away and so we
headed across Gatley Green fo the Prince of Wales, a far
superior place altogether, This is a long country-style pub
with several rooms andlow-beamed ceilings. | unfortunately
had the feeling the management was not astight asit could
have been with full ashtrays at only 7.15in the evening. The
visit was marred for me by my drink being knocked over by
awoman who subsequently decided that a suggestion that
she replace it was a slight on her femininity. Owing to this
attack of bad manners | was unable fo comment on the
beer but my colleagues found the Hydes Mild (£1.09) and
Bitter (£1.17) to be above average.

Just around the corner from the Prince of Wales is the
. Gatley Wine Bar. Architecturally thisis a fairly undistinguished
and functional building - we sat outside and found the
handpumpedTetley Bitter (£1.17) tohave asoapy aftertaste
and the Greenalls Original (£1.27) to taste like an unusual
stout...

This was not the place for a seasoned beer drinker and
we quickly made our way down Church Road to the Horse
& Farrier. This busy former coaching house with itsimpressive
Tudor-style exterior and multi-roomed interior is a definite
classic which is well worth a visit. The Hydes Light (81.13) was
found to be the best beer of the evening so far and the Bitter
(£1.20) was above average.

Resisting the temptation to stay we commenced our frek
to Northenden. After 20 minutes we furned on to Royle
Green Road and approached the Jolly Carter through the
front patio overgrown with weeds. The Boddington PubCo

house is a featureless two-roomed pub which obviously
didn’t get a character implant during ifs recent refurbish-
ment, It was 90% empty af 8.30pm on a Friday night, The
disco which started up played 'l will survive” and we all
wondered how the pub did. All that having been said, the
Boddingtons Bitter (£1.20) was found by all to be above
average.

We moved on past the Spread Eagle (still keg Greenalls)
down Boat Lane to the Tatton Amns in ifs pleasant sefting on
the banks of the Mersey. This is a large, bland pub with a
familyroom, abeergarden, and unfortunately keg Scrumpy
Jack cider on handpump. Also on handpump were three
real ales: John Smiths Bitter (£1.38) which we found to be
average; Websters Yorkshire Bitter (£1.38) which nobody
bothered with; and Ruddles Bitter (€1.42) which was guite
good,

Retracing our steps we went to the Crown - a classic and
vibrant small twe-roomed local which was as full as the Jolly
Carferhadbeenempty. Despife the factthat the place was
packed, the service was first class. Many of us asked for the
Theakstons Biffer but were told it was no longer available
(whether this is permanent or not the bar staff didn’t know).
However the Boddingtons Bitter (€1.16) was the best beer of
the night and the Mild (£1.09) was above average to good.

With some reluctance we proceeded down past the
Police Station to the Church, A large open-plan Tetfley pub
with a centralisland bar, Hardly an unspoilt gem with raised
drinking areas and two pool tables, the beer didn‘t inspire
either-Tetley Bitter and Robinsons Best Bitter were both £1.28
and both very average. A few years ago rumours circulated
that Holfs were to buy this pub - what a difference that would
have madel

Our final port of call was the Farmers Arms on Longley
Lane which had undergone a refurbishment since the last
Stagger. Although slightly larger and more opened out as a
result it is still essentially a cosy and lively local. At the rear is
awell-usedbowling greenand club house. Indeedifwe had
arrived earlier we would have been able to sit and watch a
game. As it was we sat inside drinking our Greenalls Bitter
(£1.28) which was good and Stones Bitter (also £1.28) - not as
good as the Greenalls but still above average.

So once again we came to the end of a Stagger which
saw a wide variety of pubs.Not such a wide variety of beer
but with nothing really poor and one or two outstanding
highlights. Of course this arficle can only reflect what we
found onone particular Friday night and cannotbe taken as
aonce and for all judgement of the pubs or their beers - why
not fry them yourselves and see what you think?

:]EB @[hxz ﬁil: Chatham St.

6 oo Edgeley

STOCKPORT'S PREMIER
FREEHOUSE
Guest Beers Weekly

TAYLORS BATEMANS

“OPENING TIMES SEPTEMBER 1993



MORE CHOICE

Flushed with the success of their ‘Head Brewers Choice’
range of special brews, Marstons are set to repeat the
exercise and head brewer Paul Payley has developed a
further 8 new beers for participating pubs.

The second range is due fo be launched on September
6th, with each beer being available at parficipating outlets
for a fortnight only. Local pubs taking part include the
Station and Royal Oak, Didsbury, Red Lion, Withington and
the Welcome in Rusholme.,

At the time of going to press we didn’t have full details of
the range but it will apparently include such exotically
named brews as Hop Pickers Delight and Monks Habit plus
a porter.

Smile Please...

You're on Candid Camera
by Tony Wilkinson

Jonathan Routh, the presenter of the ITV programme “Can-
did Camera” was also famous for writing a slim volume
singing the praises of fine examples of sanitary art. But what
is happening nowadays to the good loos of Stockport & South
Manchester, or just the average loos for that matter?

To the French, the public loo was such an important
institution that Gabriel Chevalier wrote a comedy
“Clochemerle” (televised some years ago) based on the
classic cast iron “pissoir”. There was even d similar structure in
Denholme near Halifax but that was demolished to extend a
car park in the 1960's - a mindless piece of destruction even
for that fime,

Stockport seems to have more than its fair share of super-
loos, but how long will they last? The refurbishment of the
Blossomns has left us with the ‘lanfern light” of the old outside
gents but without the aftendant pleasures. Apparently safe is
the famous ‘for thin gentlemen only’ room in Turners Vaults
(with its legendary ‘Compacto’ brand urinal) but that was
locked on a recent visit. But what price the survival of the
outside gents at the Red Lion on Hillgate or the Thiefs Neck in
Woodford - one of Stockport’s unsung classics and where in
the town can you find better polished copper pipes (always
the sign of a good pub - ed.)

There is also an unforfunate and increasing fendency for
upmarket public loos to be vandalised and subsequently
closed, anditcanbe adesperate walkhome from anywhere
but the closest of locals. Men now have fo suffer similar
deprivations that women have had to suffer for years, so
“smile, you might be on Candid Camera!”.

? Kath, John and staff
welcome you to the

- Sir Robert Peel

Castle Street, Edgeley =™ 477 3424
Greenalls & Stones Bitters
now available

Excellent Food Available
12 - 2 Mon - Sat, 7 - 10 Wed & Thur
& 12 - 6.30 Sunday
with 3 course Sunday Lunch £4.95

We can also cater for #lnlﬂ & Christenings and any speelal
< occasion either on or off the premises al very reasonable rates

The Bold Arms

Church Street, Beaumarns.,
Anglesey, Gwynedd,
Tei: ((1248) 810313

Wodes Boura B L&

EDDIE & BARBARA CLEFWORTH
FULLY LICENSED RESIDENTIAL

Burtonwood Bitter on Handpump
At the Heart of Beaumaris, Anglesey, Ynys Mon

JOIN CAMRA AND GET INTO MOST CAMRA-RUN
BEER FESTIVALS FREE

The Old King

Great Portwood St.

- STOCKPORT - 061 480 6026
HANDPUMPED REAL ALE including
DRAUGHT BASS * GOOD FOOD
SELECTION
MON - SAT 12 - 8.00, SUN 12 - 2.30 pm
OPEN SATURDAY 11.30 - 11pm
FUNCTION ROOM AVAILABLE FOR
PARTIES AND PRIVATE CLUB MEETINGS
SKY SPORTS ON SATELLITE

gouxsoszs  Steve & Dorothy

L A T—— )
The Greyhound

Bowden St., Edgeley

Boddingtons Mild & Bitter
Theakstons Bitter
guest beers changed weekly

A warm welcome guaranteed

IEAMRA Pub of the Month May 1993
e

The Nursery Inn
: GREEN LANE, Hydes
HEATON NORRIS, | Anvil Ales
STOCKPORT | &«

432 - 2044 Jrens

* Traditionally Brewed Hydes's Anvil Trad:t_mnal
Ales Cask
* Good Home Cooked Food Served Daily Beers
* Lunches every day including Sundays :

for families in our Dining Room. Always in
* Bowling Parties and function room. good taste
+ Egon Ronay MLE Guide




Once againthe time ofyearhas arrived when we take stock
of our pubs and let fly with a few brickbats as we bring you
the Pub Vandalism Awards for 1993.

Lastyearwe reported adifficulttime forourjudges asthe
area’s pub stock had been treated reasonably well - no
such problems this time around, we're sorry to say! Threats to
our pubs seem to be coming from all directions as we
reported in the last issue and of course this month more
problems are highlighted. As ever one of the main features
of the past year, again (/) has been the continuing loss of
pubs in East Manchester but despite this, two clear winners
have once again emerged.

Our first presentation, the House of Horrors Revisited
Award, goes to our old friends Whitbread for their "Tut 'n
Shive” concept. There seems to be a little gremlin which
every 10 years or so burrows into the mind of Whitbread's
pub designers who them proceed fo inflict hideous themes
on selected pubs. In the early 1980's it was House of Horrors
Mkl, characterised by raised drinking areas, acres of cheap
neo-Victorian tat and particularly vile bric-a-brac such as
wickerwork frogs nailed at random fo the walls. Affer a
decade of relatfive sanity we have Mark Il - gone is the
Victoriana and kitsch tat-inits place we have what are little
more than licensed building sifes liberally scattered with
inane chalk signs. Paradoxically though, many of these
pubs do a lot right on the beer front, bringing welcome
choice and qudlity fo the areas in which they are located
- certainly our local example in Heaton Chapel scores
heavily on both of these points but surely this could have
been done without sending in the wrecking crew! Presum-
ably in 10 years time we will have gone a stage further to
Mark lllwhich on current frends will probably involve demol-
ishing the pub completely and dispensing the beer from a
Portacabin installed on the rubble!

Speaking of rubble, this brings us neatly to our second
award. This however, is avery special presentation. This year
our judges present the first Lifetime Achievement Pub Van-
dalism Award to Greenall Group PLC who are also admitted
as founder members of the Pub Vandalism Hall of Infamy.
Not content with spending twenty years cutting a swathe
through the brewing Industry of the Midiands and the North
West (around 10 breweries closed since 1969) they have
crowned this achievement by the demolition of two land-
mark pubs - Tommy Ducks in the City Centre and the Red
Lion in Hazel Grove. The story of the former has been fold at
lengthin these pages but suffice it to say that any company
that can demolish an apparently thriving pub in the early
hours of a Sunday morning in complete violation of Building
Regulations and then go on to use the site as a car park
without first obtaining planning permission to do so is in a
league of its own when it comes to Pub Vandaiism.

It Is doubtful whether any other organisation will show
suchdedication tothe cause of Pub Vandalism as Greenalls,
but they're bound to fry and we will be waiting in the wings
with our Pub Vandalism Awards - will it be your local that
features in the 1994 awards....?

The Red Lion - August 1993

New Guidelines For
Historic Pubs

As part of our ongoing campaign to save the best of the
country’s remaining traditional pubs, CAMRA, in conjunc-
tion with English Heritage, is attempting to draw up revised
guidelines for the listing of historic buildings to take into
account the special qualities of public houses. A major
report on this is expected later in the year but in the
meantime we can report an initial success.

Concerned at the possible threat to the Railway,
Broadheath, nr Altrincham, on the refirement of the current
licensee, local CAMRA member Peter Barnes applied to
have the building spot-listed. The application was success-
ful and the building was listed on 21st July. The listing speci-
fication comments on the ‘rare example of an unaltered
modest interior to a small public house, retaining room
divisions and original bar and bar-room fittings.’

We understand that the Boddington PubCo are to furn
this info another of their ‘Ale House’ pubs and this should
ensure that the Railway's essential character is retained in
the process.

OPENING TIMES SEPTEMBER 1993




CAINS ON TAP

Cainsis afamiliar sight in the local free frade and guest beer
market. Readers may know that this is brewed in the old
Higsonsplant at Liverpooland thatthe company hasno tied
estate of its own. This has now been remedied by the re-
opening of the brewery tap at the end of July.

The pub - seemingly built info the brewery in Stanhope
Street but believed to have been on the site earlier and built
around, had been closed by previous owners Higsons and
had fallen info some disrepair.

It has now been handsomely refitted in traditional style,
the walls adorned with much Liverpool brewing memora-
bilia and in addition to the full range of Cains beers (Mild,
Bitter and Formidable Ale) will be offering two changing
guest beers which on opening night comprised Oak Wob-
bly Bob and Moorhouses Pendle Witches Brew.

The tap is expected fo be open all permitted hours and
food should be available once things are up and running.
The pub is a comfortable 12-15 minutes walk from Lime
Street station via Renshaw Street, Berry Street, St. George St
and Parliament Street and is a couple of minutes from both
the handsome Anglican Cathedral and Liverpool’s excel-
lent Chinatown eating area.

Last month Cains also won a major deal fo supply beers
to Whitbread pubs throughout the North West. The deal will
initially see Cains beers stocked in the free trade and
selected managed pubs although in the long term there
are plans fo include them on the lists available to tenanted
pubs (although it should be noted that any Whitbread
tenant wanting Cains now does have the right to stock it as
a guest beer whether it is on the ‘brewery list’ or not),

The
Thatched House

74 Churchgate, Stockport
480 2725
UNDER NEW MANAGEMENT
Neville Doe + Bryan Allred

introduce a range of Cask Ales

Vaux Extra Specicﬂ £1.40pt

Vaux Samson £ 20pt
Vaux Bitter £1.15pt
Double Maxim £ .30pt

Thorn’s Dark Mild £91.05pt

Mt BEER HOUSE

WIDEST RANGE OF DRAUGHT BEER
WIDEST RANGE OF BOTTLED BEERS
available in Manchester

Draught and Bottled Belgian Beers

18 HAND PUMPS
100 + BOTTLED BEERS
HOT & COLD FOOD

IN THE
1993
GOOD
BEER
GUIDE

ANGEL ST. Mcr. T S
= 061 839 7019 -

STOCKPORT AND SOUTH MANCHESTER CAMRA



The whole of the front page

Metropolitan was shuffling its beers and breweries, the main
headline being CHOICE CHOPPED. This , of course, was a
reference to Webster’s Choice, and the signs were that it
looked likely to be withdrawn and replaced by Ruddies
County, which was 5 degrees stronger and some ten pence
dearer than Choice.

The earlier merger of Wilsons and Websters had already

brought about the closure of the Newton Heath brewery,
resulting in Wilsons being brewed at the Welbster brewery in
Halifax. Now it seemed that there was a question mark over
the future of Wilsons, and several pointers were quoted:-
* A managed house where Wilsons, Websters and Ruddles
were available, but Bitter drinkers were not offered the Wilsons.
* A tenant selling Wilsons and Websters being told he could
only have Ruddles if the Wilsons went.* Litfle advertising of
Wilsons, compared with Websters and Ruddles - an old
method of creating “no demand” before axing a beer.

There were reports on two pubs where alterations had
been completed, and two where alterations were immi-
nent:- The Station, Didsbury, where there had been fears that
it would be spoiled. But these fears proved to be completely
unfounded, “as a smarter and roomier version of the pub is
now evident, without its unique character being
compromised....the range of beers is unchanged, with
Marstons Burton Bitter, Pedigree and Mild all available.” The
Victoria, Burnage Lane - a much needed re-decoration and
uplift, with enhanced food facilities. The Parrswood, Didsbury
- vault to be retained and enlarged, and food facilities to be
improved - to be open for Christmas. Junction, Cheadle
Hulme - closing for renovations from October until about
Easter next year.

Geoff Corfield, who has acted as consultant fo several of
the small new-wave breweries, had some interesting com-
ments to make under the heading "More breweries please.”
He was referring fo the statement "Let’s keep our 56 inde-
pendent breweries safe from takeovers and closures.” What
Geoff wants to see is not just 56 Independent breweries, but
more, and he doubts whether those 56 want to be particu-
larly “free and safe from takeovers.” For every Ruddles or
Oldham that goes, he wants-a Ringwood or Old Mill to
replace it. (If seems that Geoff got his wish, because CAM-
RA's current Good Beer Guide lists some 175 independent
breweries, as well as over 50 brew pubs.)

Reading through Egon Ronay’s pub guide recently (strictly
in the interests of research) | was struck by how often the
phrase “dining pub” cropped up. This sums up so much that
has gone wrong with the serving of food in pubs, when it is
so often allowed fo dominate to the extent that the bar
becomes basically a restaurant and loses any appeal for
drinkers.

Some CAMRA members can be confemptuous about
any food in pubs, and you can understand why when
visiting one of Egon Ronay's "dining pubs”, with their exorbi-
tant prices, chinfzy liftle tablecloths, wine lists and preten-
tious menus with “starters” and the like. How many people
have a starter with a pub lunch, | ask you?

But food and beer have always gone together in pubs,
and nowadays few country pubs would survive without
serving meals of some kind. Even CAMRA members need to
eat at times, and what better surroundings fo do so than a
pub? The best pub food should be unpretentious, good
value for money, show a littfle imagination and not be
allowed to overwhelm the pub’s atmosphere as a drinking
place. It's a difficult balancing act - some pubs succeed,
but not enough.

0000000000000 000000O00

One of the glories of our pub food - and one of its staples
- should be plain bread and cheese, commonly referred to
as a Ploughman'’s Lunzh. Yet how often does this appar-
ently simple meal turn out desperately disappointing? The
basicingredients couldn’tbe easier- alarge chunk of crusty
bread, large chunk of proper cheese, generous helping of
pickles and, if you must, for appearance’s sake, a little
serving of salad in the corner of the plate.

But how often do pubs live up to this? Stale white rolls are
all foo common, as are sweaty pieces of the cheapest
supermarket “Mild Argentinian Cheddar”, even in places
such as Cheshire and Wensleydale where youmightexpect
something better. Sometimes you get on your plate little
more than the dissected contents of a small cheese salad
roll, sold for twice the price. '

The pub which shows how it should be done s, of course,
the Royal Oak in Didsbury. Admittedly it isn’t perfect, asit’s
very mean with pickles and doesn’t serve lunches at week-
ends. But most other pubs would be doing far better than
they are now if they offered half the portions and a quarter
of the choice for the same price.

The Ned Lioy vivsiowe
WITHINGTON
Mon. - Sat. 11-11
Handpulled Marstons Pedigree
Burton Bitter and Banks Mild
. plus
Marstons' Head Brewer's Choice
* LUNCH *
7 DAYS A WEEK

EVENING MEALS MON. - THU.

Bakers Vaults

MARKET PLACE, STOCKPORT

Robinson's Fine Ales
superb cuisine

including
traditional
Sunday Lunch

LIVE MUSIC MOST EVENINGS
¥ BOOGIE CLUB SUNDAY NIGHT

; v

* 530-8.00 %

y - TEL: 480 3182
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The Bowling Green in Mample has a guest/house beer from
Coach House. Thisis called Penny Row forreasons we do not
yet know.

In Disley, the Plough Boys new landlady formerly ran the
Duke of Yorkin Romiley. It'sa Vauxhouse serving Wards Bitter
and Samson on handpump.

The Royal Oak in High Lane, recently refurbished. This long
time GBG entry (until recently) is reported to be serving
Burtonwood Top Hat, the long-time keg strong beer, on
handpump.

The Fairways, a magnificent Victorian house on Manches-
ter Road in Audenshaw, recently refurbished and con-
vertedinto arestaurant with real ale cellarbar has beensold
having closed a few months ago. It is not open yet and
rumours abound. There will be more news when we have it.
The Whiteley Nab at Glossop often changes its choice of
Vaux/Wards Ales and is currently selling Vaux Double
Maxim, an ale rarely seen in High Peak branch. In the first
two weeks, 72 gallons went and the landlord is considering
giving it an extended run.

Not so many years ago Bass had a monopoly of Glossop
pubs but slowly things have changed with Bass houses
being sold to Thwaites, S & N, Whitbread and Tetleys, Only
four remained - until early August when the Royal Oak,
which stands at the bottom of the Snake Pass, was an-

nounced as being sold to Hydes. Hydes already own pubs
at Gamesley and Hadfield and now have pushed that
further three miles eastwards in what is likely to be its most
easterly pub.

The Goyt nr. Whaley Bridge Station has re-opened and has
Vaux Bitter and Samson on handpump. In the same town,
however, Tetley’s former New Inn is now an antique shop.

SUFFOLI( FIVES is a darts game which is based ona ‘flves
board as shown below.

Looks easy to score on with all these twenties but players
usually throw from well outside the normal dartboard range,

Atleast one player must be good atf arithmetic. Anyone
who Is good at fives and threes dominoes should be good
at this game.

To score, the total achieved by three arrows must be
divisible by five e.g. a total of 45 - scores 9 points, The points
scored are recorded on a crib :
board up fo a fotal of 121 points
which you must get exactly.

The game canbe playedona
normal dartboard but could take
longer as scores not divisible by 5
would score nothing. You need a
lot of patience.

The Fives Board

gtanleyd NOW UP TO
a\oe‘ FREEHOUSE ?‘g 16
“ GUEST BEERS
EVERY WEEK
EXCLUSIVE
; TO US -
Live THE FULL
Entertainment RANGE OF
every RYBURN
Weekend BREWS -
Fri - Sat - Sun INCLUDING
Sky Sports on STANLEY &
Large Satellite Screen OLLIES OUR
The Stanley Arms HOUSE
MILDS

40 Newbridge Lane,
Stockport SK1 2NA

OUTSIDE BARS
CATERED FOR

Younr Hosts Mike and Lynne Belsham

N, FREEMINER BREWERY
FOREST OF DEAN
FREEMINER BITTER
0G1038 (4%ABV)
SPECULATION ALE
0G1047 (4.8%ABV)

/ Made with only finest
anhsh whole hops and malt
NOW AVAILABLE
REGULAR DELIVERIES TO THE MANCHESTER AREA
Tel 0594 810408 FOR PRICES

Phil Welcomes You To The
Snden oo
MILLGATE, STOCKPORT

Robinsons Traditional Ales

BITTER, MILD, OLD TOM
ON DRAUGHT

Open ALL DAY Fri. / Sat.
BAR MEALS AVAILABLE

STOCKPORT AND SOUTH MANCHESTER CAMRA




BRITAIN'S BEST
LOVED BITTER
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The Oddfellows, Kings Rd, Ashton-u-Lyne

The Oddfellows stands at the Junction of Kings Road and
Alderley Street in a large residential area to the north of
Ashton Town Centre and is a fine example of a traditional
street comer local. Its main facade is red brick with bands of
decorative tiling reminiscent of many pubs of this period, of
which too few remain.

The pub, the reputed birth place of the NUM, dates from
before 1830, now occuples three cottages, and Is all that
remains of a longer terrace.

Its impressive doorway leads into the bar, past a screen
which originally served as an off-sales area and beyond to a
tap room, a snug, alounge and (off the lounge) ‘Toms Bar’ -
a recent addition and non-smoking area.

The Oddies have been in the same family for three
generations since Albert Lucus moved here from the Peelsin
Bury where he held the licence for Bury Brewery.

Presentlicensee Johntook over fromhisfather Tomin 1984
and continued to serve excellent Robinsons Best Bitter and
Best Mild as consecutive entries in the Good Beer Guides
since 1977 testify.

But it's not just consistently good Robinsons that sets the
Oddfellows apart, a warm welcome and an intimate, socia-
ble atmaosphere makes this a frue local.

The traditional layout has been retained over the years
(when did you last hear of a pub adding a room and not
knocking them dllinto one?) The bar, which has a fine stained

glass front is the centre-piece to the pub. Radiating from the
barisa "tap” room with tiled floor, asnug- "The Vestry”-home
to afine collection of bad taste holiday gifts collected by the
localintelligentsia and acomfortable lounge with “Toms Bar”
beyond.

“Toms Bar”, a small non-smoking lounge with ifs own
section of the bar is decorated with RAF memorabillia -
recalling John's father’s fime flying Spitfires.

In the pub guide *Traditional Pubs of Old Lancashire”
Peter Bamnes writes....”If only every street corner pub was like the
Oddfellows, then there would be no need for this guide. What makes the
pub special is the intimate layout of spaces and small rooms with many
original fittings and the unstinting approach to hospitality - nothing is too
good for the customers.”

This sums up the Oddfellows perfectly.

The Oddfellows is the venue for a High Peak social on
Wednesday 20th October when landlord John Lucus will be
presented with a certificate for consecutive entries in the
GBG since 1977. All are welcome. Come along for a good
night out in a fine example of a traditional local.

ON TRACK

More news of the late autumn beer festival planned for the
Station, Ashton. The ‘Station Porters Festival’ will commence
on Thursday 11th November and last for one week. It willbe
an ambitious affair, held not only in the pub but also in a
marquee, fitted out with a bar and handpumps.
Approximately 40 porters and winter warmers will be on
draught throughout the week along with some collectable
and very drinkable special bottled ales. Food will be avail-
able along with souvenir T-shirts and glasses. More news

The Star dun

13 High Street, Cheadle
= 428 5423

OPEN NEARLY
ALL HOURS

* Traditionally Brewed Hydes's

Anvil Ales
* Good Home Cooked Food
Served Mon - Sat 12 - 2pm
* Eric, Nora & Debi welcome you

HAPPY HOuRs | HAPPY HOUR
i PRICES
MON-FRI 5pm - 8pm |BITTER & MILD
SUNDAY 1pm - 2 Eliphit.
pif = <pm SPIRITS
e s

about the beer rcmge nearer the time.

Lf! wez’c‘omﬂ You to

THE BRIDGE INN

Georges Road Heaton Norris (opp. B&Q)

TEL: 061 480 3150

ROBINSONS BEST HAND PULLED ALES
POOL TABLE, DARTS, TABLE SKITTLES,
QUIZ NIGHTS, ETC
A REAL FIRE & COSY ATMOSPHERE
SUITABLE FOR GROWN UPS

Meeting place of various groups including
STOCKPORT GHOST CLUB us well as

live music & various social evenings

PLUS « rather special Juke Box!

JOHN & FITCH'S KITSCH KITCHEN
PROVIDES PUB GRUB & BAR SNACKS ALL DAY
TELEPHONE ORDERS TAKEN

MON-FRI 12-3 & 5-11
SAT 12-4 & 7-11
SUN USUAL HOURS.
Something different each sanrday night
. Regular Guests -
SLIMPROSPEX tteCioonin Mancoonyan
thetnimitable PETE FARROW

cogehes welcome by arvangement

Bikers welcome




by Peter Edwardson
Over the past three summers, we have featured ten of the
best pubs in the Peak District in the “Pub in the Peak” series:
1991 Fox, Brookbottom, New Mills (Robinsons)

Squirrels, Chinley (Free House)

George, Tideswell (Hardys & Hansons)
Highwayman, Rainow (Thwaites)

Olde Gate, Brassington (Marstons)

Yew Tree, Cauldon (Free House)

Old Bull's Head, Little Hucklow (Free House)
George, Alstonefield (Burtonwood)

Barlow Mow, Kirk Irefon (Free House)

Old Bowling Green, Bradwell (Free House)

All excellent pubs in their own way, and all still going strong,
with the exception of the Squirrels, which, to be honest, |
always thought might prove fo be something of anine days’
wonder,

The Peak District is unusually well endowed with good
pubs, and this selection can do no more than scratch the
surface. What follows is a personal choice of ten more of the
most memorable pubs which didn’t quite make it to getting
a ful article, even though most would probably justify it,
Inevitably there may have been some changes to beer
ranges since | last visited these pubs.

GEORGE, CASTLETON, Undoubtedly the best pub in this
fourist-swamped vilage, tucked away up aside street, right

1992

1993:

Cheshire Cheese, Hope.

(next page - view from Barrel, Bretton)
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The Witchwood, 152 Old St.
Ashton Under Lyne. & 061 344 0321
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below Peveril Castle, An ancient, cottage-style building,
with two traditional bars extensively adorned with dark
wood, Good food. Draught Bass and Stones Bitter on
handpump; 1993 Good Beer Guide entry.

CHESHIRE CHEESE, HOPE. About a mile north of the: vilage
centre, on the road to Edale, parking rather awkward, A
picturesque old stone pub with three small, cosy rooms
including a vault, Good choice of food although a liffle
pricey. Wards and Stones bitters,

BARREL, BRETTON. Possibly the most spectacular situation of
any pub in the Peak District, high on aridge with views over
the Hope Valley to the north and Eyam fo the south. A long,
narrow interior, knocked through a bit, but retaining consid-
erable character. Comprehensive snack menu. Draught
Bass on handpump. The meter-dispensed Stones is almost
certainly not real.

BULL I'TH'THORN, HURDLOW. On the A&15 south of Buxton.
The heart of the pub is a medieval timbered hall with a
wealth of oak beams and panelling, and a fascinating
carving over the door, A wonderfully atmospheric place
unfortunately a litfle let down by the modern accretions
around it and the ordinary food. Robinsons Best Mild and
Best Bitter on handpump.

JUG & GLASS, HARTINGTON, A few miles further south from
the Bull i'th'Thom, again on he A515. A cosy little pub in a
bleak andisolated situation. One of the first free housesin the
area to stock a variety of beers, and the range, including
such as Marstons Pedigree, Ruddles County, Theakstons XB
and Kimberiey Bitter, hasn't moved on much since the late
seventies. Nevertheless, there’s a good choice and the
quality is normally pretty good. The cellar can be seen
through a glass viewing panel on the way to the Gents.
Substantial food, but not cheap.

LATHKIL HOTEL, OVER HADDON. About three miles west of
Bakewell. Another spectacular sifuation, with a marvellous
view over Lathkill Dale. There’s a smaill, wood-panelled bar
on the right, but this is a pub which majors on food, served in
the large dining room fo the left. Wards Mild and Bitter, and
Darleys Thorne Bifter. 1993 Good Beer Guide entry.

THREE STAGS HEADS, DARLEY BRIDGE. On the B5057 just west
of the A6, north of Matlock. Stone-built village pub, over 250
years old, serving excellent Kimberley Mild, Bitter and Clas-
sic. 1993 Good Beer Guide entry. A little knocked through
inside, but still full of character, with excepfionally low ceil-
ings. Very pleasant garden opposite the pub.

JERVIS ARMS, ONECOTE. On the B5053,, east of Leek, A
comfortable free house with an attractive garden by the
RiverHamps, very popular forits excellent food. Beerrange,
including Draught Bass and Theakstons XB, mostly from the
bigbreweries but may include something more exotic. 1993
Good Beer Guide entry,

BLACK LION, BUTTERTON. Off the B50563 about two miles
northofthe Jervis Arms. 18th century pub of great character
in attractive vilage above the Manifold Valley. Four con-
trasting rooms with real fires and an impressive kitchen
range. Good, rather upmarket food. Free house serving
mainly S & N/Theakston beers.

DOLPHIN, DERBY. Queen Street, just north of city centre. Not
reclly in the Peak District, but a wonderful pub nevertheless,
one of my favourites in Derbyshire, Built in 1530, the same
yvear as the Cathedral tower, the interior remains a warren
of small, cosy rooms including a tiny snug and a room
dedicated to memorabilia of the defunct Offilers Brewery.
Good value, straightforward yet still enterprising food. Bass
beers, but a wide selection including Highgate Mid. 1993
Good Beer Guide entry.

Sothereyouhaveit, apurely personalselection, tenvery
different pubs which should suit most tastes. If you have any
experiences, good or bad, of the pubs we have featuredin
thisseries, or if you have come across any othermemaorable
pubs in the Peak District which you would like fo share with
other readers of "Opening Times”, why not write and let us
know?

SAT 11.30 - 3.00
7.00-1100
SUNDAY
USUAL TIMES

: STATION :

BODDIES, PEDIGREE, CHESTERS MILD

B REAL ALES
B REAL CHOICE 50R6 GUEST ALES EACH WEEK

B REAL FOOD  SUPERB HOME COOKED LUNCHES
BREAL ATMOSPHERE '™ THe PUB CONSERVATORY

IN SHORT - AREAL PUB

WARRINGTON ST. ASHTON-U-LYNE NEXT TO BYPASS |

@The Robin Hood

HIGH LANE, BUXTON ROAD, STOCKPORT
Telephone: 061-483 2602

COACHES BY APPT.

LUNCHEONS

DINNERS

FUNCTIONS

LIVE MUSIC

SATELLITE T.V.
Your hosts Janet & Peter Blissett M.B.I. 1.
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&4 CAMRA CALLING !

Campaign For Real Ale Branch Diaries

Once again Stockport & South Manchester branch has a
wide variety of events planned for the coming month.

We start off on Thursday 9th with the monthly branch
meeting and this will be held in the Albion, Burnage lane,
Bumage. Easily accessibly by buses 197 from Stockport and
169 from South Manchester, a good attendance is wanted
at this new venue. The meeting starts at 8.00pm.

The next day we have our new members frip to the
Thomas McGuinness Brewery in Rochdale. We'll be leaving
Stockport at about 7.30pm - phone for details. On Monday
13th there is a two-way social in Cheadle Hulme starting at
©.00pm in the Church, Ravenoak Road and moving to the
Cheadle Hulme, Station Road at 10.00.

The same week sees the monthly Stagger on Friday 17th,
This time it's Brinnington and Portwood starting at 7.00pm at
the Farmers Arms, Brinnington Road or you can join at 8.30
at the Park, Newbridge Lane.

OnMonday 20th, the Socialisat the Seven Oaks, Nicholas
Street, Manchester and again, this starts at 9.00pm. This is
followed on Thursday 23rd by our Pub of the Month presen-
tation to the Crown on Hillgate (see feature on page 2). A
busy week finishes on Saturday 25th with atrip to present the
Beer of the Festival award to the Snowdonia Brewery which
will also include a visit to the new micro-brewery in Denbigh
plus the Denbigh Beer Festival. Hopefully there will also be a
report on this one next month.

On Monday 27th the Social will be at the Gateway on
Kingsway, East Didsbury, again from 9.00pm onwards. This is
followed on Thursday 30th by a trip to Wards in Sheffield - we
willbe having to leave early (probably Stockport at 5.30) but
if you are interested in this, or want details about any of the
othersocial activities, then please phone Dawn on 4450872,

Findlly two events in early October - on Monday 4th the
social willbe in the Prince Albert, Castle Street, Edgeley and
on Friday 8th there will be a minibus trip around some of the
best pubs in East Manchester - phone Dawn for details and
to book a seat,

If you live in the Romiley, Marple, Bredbury and Woodley
areas then you fall under the High Peak and North East
Cheshire branch of CAMRA and they will be having their
monthly meeting on Monday 13th at the Crown in Glossop
- aim to get there by 8.30pm.

Other formal High Peak meetings in the pipeline are a
commitfee meeting on 4th October at the Sportsman in
Strines and on 11th October the branch meeting will be at
the Dog & Partridge in Denton. For more details of High Peak
activities phone Ralph Warington on 2362131 (work). Mem-
bers of both branches are of course welcome to attend
each other’s events.

Finally, news of an initiative in connection with the 1995
Good Beer Guide. In an "effort to emphasise Manchester’s
profile as a centre of excellence” for real ale pubs and
improve selection procedure, North Manchester Branch is
sefting up a separate meeting o select pubs in its area of
the city centre. Almembers of CAMRA withaninferestinthe
City Centre wil be welcomed fo the meeting, whether
members of a CAMRA branch or not. It is hoped that this will
bring a wider experience and expertise into the selection
process. The meeting's decision will be binding on the North
Manchester branch who will have no power of veto, Further
details of the meeting and of the selection methods and
survey requirements will be published in due course.

CAMRA - THE PUBGOERS' CHAMPION
- JOIN NOW !

CAMPAIGN FOR REAL ALE

THE KINGS ARMS

BLOOM STREET, SALFORD

Dave and Sue Price welcome you to enjoy
the fine range of beers, ciders and foods
in Salford's Premier Ale House

SALFORD
CENTEAL BR.

13 HANDPUMPS
HOLTS, THEAKSTORS,
TIMOTHY TAYLORS
CONSTANTLY CHANGING RANGE OF
GUEST BEERS & TRADITIONAL CIDERS

SPORTSMANS

62 Market Street (basement)
Manchester M1 1WP

Lees Bitter

Brian and Jill welcome you to
our excellent downstairs Oasis
in the City Centre

Home Cooked Tavern Fayre

Bar Food Mon - Sat 11.30 - 3pm
(closed Sundays)
Private Room
available with Bar
Outside Catering a
Speciality
(061) 832 6766




(CIDER CORNEPQ

Most beer festivals these days run a “Beer of the Festival”
award, and it's always pleasing when the award goes o a
recently established producer. But when you run a “Cider
& Perry of the Festival” award, you could end up presenting
it to a producer you'd never previously heard of.

Right from its first year, Stockport Beer & Cider Festival
has done ifs best fo promote a wide range of cider and
perry - they are incredibly popular, forming over 10% of the
festival’s sales (national pub average is around §%), and
are arevelation to drinkers who are often familiar only with
lager-lookalike “designer” ciders. For last year's festival, it
was decided to emphasise the little-known ciders of West
Herefordshire; Good Cider Guides were consulted, and
suppliers - notably cider specialist Jon Hallam - were set on
the trail,

Came the day, and the cider delivery was missing one
of the ciders ordered - but in its place was a small amount
of a previously unheard-of perny from a farm in Hereford-
shire’s remote Golden Valley. And what a perry! With fruit
and fannin mingling under a veil of the most delicate
smokiness, it required iron self-control on the part of the bar
staff for any fo be on sale fo the public.

But sellit did, and despite limited stocks, saw off famous
names fo be voted “Cider & Perry of the Festival”, So it was
that Gwatkin’s Perry, made by Dennis Gwatkin and his

.neighbourLaurence Benjamin at Abbey Dore, won amaijor

award on the first occasion it had been sold outside its
home village. Said cider bar manager Rhys Jones: "As a
Herefordian, I'm delighted the prize has gone fo Abbey
Dore - as a campaigner I'm delighted the cider bar is
encouraging new young producers in the same way as our
friendson the beerbar” (the beer award at the 1992 festival
wenttowell-known Manchester microbrewery West Coast).

Since then, winning's become something of a habit for
Dennis Gwatkin. He won the dry cider class at Hereford
CiderMuseum’s competitionin the spring, and when Stock-
port 1993 came round it was his cider that won the overall
"Cider & Perry of the Festival” award. And the winning

by Rhys Jones

Hard-hit West Gorton has suffered a furthertwo pub closures
- the Victoria, owing to lack of trade, and the Junction,
which was firebombed last month. Further out on Hyde
Road, the Pig & Ballbearingin Gorton hasbeenrenamedthe
Olympia (which may or may not seem like a good idea on
24th September); Boddingtons Bitter is still on handpump,
butthere’s also ahandpump advertising Lions Original Bitter
- however when this was ordered recently, the barmaid
replied: "l don't know why that's there - we've never sold
thatt”

Atthe Mosley in Beswick, following some technical prob-
lems which saw real ale briefly unavailable on occasions,
the range now seems to have settled down to Chesters Mild
and Boddingtons and Lees bitters, all on handpump.

In the City Centre, the range at the Salisbury is now
Websters Bitter, John Smiths Bitter and Courage Directors on
handpump, with handpumped Bulmers Cider (good - but
£1.64 a pint!) still flanked by fake “handpumped” keg
Scrumpy Jack. $till in the Centre, the Old Wellington has
Joined the list of Bass pubs selling a guest beer - and Bass's
guest list generdlly seems fo be getting more imaginative,
with fewer of the "guests " from the group’s own breweries.
Can the day be coming when we can stop treating Bass's
red friangle sign as a warning friangle and start seeing it as
a welcome sign.,

Finally, | was sorry to hear recently that the King’s Head
in Ardwick hadbucked the trend by installing the aforemen-
fioned keg Scrumpy Jack cider on handpump. This is in
many ways avery pleasant pub - what ashame it‘s disquali-
fied ifself frorn any form of CAMRA recognition or award!

perry? It was made by Brian Browning of Minsterworth near
Gloucester - who just happens to be Dennis's uncle,

The message to festival organisers is simple; run a "Cider
of the Festival” award, and you too could set an unknown
cidermaker on the road to glory.

APPLICATION FOR CAMRA MEMBERSHIP |
I/We wish to join the Campaign for Real Ale Limited, and agres to abide by the Memorandum and Articles of Association of l
the Campaign.
B E A e L I e O AN e N T A b E - 3 L
ADDRESS
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SIGNATURE - . TELEPHONE NUMBER(S) ...........c..
I/We enclose remittance for individual/joint membership for one year: U.K. £10 [ Jointmembership £12

AGE: 1822 [] 26-35 [ 36-45 []

STUDENT MEMBERSHIP ONLY £5

I/We would like to receive further information about CAMRA []
Knowledge of the average age of our members would be helpful. The information need only be given if you wish.

46-55 []
Please send your remittance (payable to CAMRA Limited) with this application form to:

Chris Stone / Sue Tittensor, 80 Bexhill Road, Davenport, Stockport, SK3 8UZ

Student Membership £5 []

Over 65 [ |

56-65 [

those wishing to join CAMRA who live in the Marple, Bredbury, Woodley or Romiley areas, should write instead

fo: Tom Lord, 5 Viernon Drive, Marple, 5Ké6 6JH
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Holts Bitter is now on sale a the Magnet, Wellington Road
North, Stockport. The beer range in the Magnet has comein
for more than its fair share of criticism in these pages in the
past and it is therefore doubly welcome to be able to report
this initiative.

On the subject of Holts, their newest pub, the Old Monkey,
being built on the cormer of Portland Street and Princess
Street in the City Centre, continues to make progress with a
pre-Christmas opening planned.

Meanwhile across the City, the Hat & Feathers on Mason
Street has also added Holts Bitter to the range, retailing here
at just £1 a pint.

Another new pub making progress is in Hazel Grove where
Robinsons are finally developing their site on Jacksons Lane.
We hear that it Is due to open in Spring 1994,

Back to Manchester now, and we hear that the Queen of
Hearls, the Tetley Freehouse on Wilmslow Road, Fallowfield,
has been bought by Bass who have leased the hotel part of

the operationbacktothe originaiowners. Nonewsyetofthe .

new beer range.

Larry, recent!y retived fron the Travellers Call

Larry and Margaret Mason left the Travellers Call in \West
Gorton on 25th August, and we wish them along and happy
retirement - including, no doubft, the odd visit fo the Travel-
lers. They are succeeded there by former milkman Tony
Dunn; while this is Tony's first pub, his move to stronger drink
has been backed up by acourse at Hydes Brewery, and he
is well placed to run the pub for what may, sadly, be its last
year or two of life unfil the road comes through. Larry and
Margaret’s farewell party was just after OT's pressdate - but
we feel sure everyone will have enjoyed themselves!

Following lastmonth’s Pub of the Month presentationto Little
Jack Homners in Stockport comes the shock news that
licensee Yvonne O'Connor is to give up the pub. Citing
personal reasons, the pub's lease is now on the market with
the fall-back position that it could revert to Vaux which
would mean the end of the guest beers which Yvonne has
pioneered so successfully.

PLASTIC
s 31 ENCAPSULATION
46 | OF PUB MENUS
" [OUR sPECIALTY

Good news fordrinkersin Withington - one of their local pubs
has been bought by the purveyors of Manchester’'s cheap-
est pint (you know who we mean). More next month.

Also on the expansion trail is local brewer Butonwood. As
we went to press it was announced that they weretoadd a
further 31 pubs to their estate - 9 of these are Bass houses in
the Midlands, the remaining 22 coming from Tetley Walker
here in the North West. No news yet as to whether any of our
local pubs are involved.

Rumours abound that Grand Met have put their Chef &
Brewer managed house operation on the market with the
likely buyers touted as Bass and Whitbread. Apart from 600
pubs on Innfrepreneur leases there are also about 1000
managed houses and the deal could see landmark pubs
like the Chestergate Tavern in Stockport and the Withington
Ale House changing hands. Whether the purchasers would
maintain the supply agreement with Courage remains to
be seen although Whitbread have indicated that they for
one would - as they wouldn‘t have the capacity to supply
such a large block of pubs themselves, Readers will recall
that this is the same company that recently closed its
Sheffield brewery with the loss of 200 jobs. Nuff said!

We featured the Kings Head in Ardwick in our July Stagger,
reporting that a half of John Smiths Bitter had cost some 68p
- the pub fells us that this must have been in error as John
Smiths Bitter is in fact a quite reasonable £1.25 a pint and
Courage Directors is at £1.40. We also mentioned that the
Kings was a GrandMet pub - not so - it is a freehouse
although at the moment only sells beers supplied by Cour-
age.

OPENING TIMES SEPTEMBER 1993



