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T A K I N G T H E P I T Hl !~! 

~Y the time th;ls Edition hits the street s 
Pennine Hos t s will hav e r e .;.;.o pened the clutch of 
pubs th~y have b een. re-furbishing .in Stockport . 

First of f Jhe ground vvas. the form e r 'M"'o Chips'' 
tn Mersey Square , n ow renamed .. th@ Far P2.vL],ions J 
I quote fr om the adv e r t sing blurb: "• .t-i1e most 
~xitin:g d e v e1opment to date~ •• to offer c ustomer s 
all the spi c. e of old I ndia in the 'days of the 
Ra j •••• Pennine Hosts ' e t hnic colonial' conc e pt 
: their words ~ n.ot mi n e t! ) forms the basis of 
the decor . The c e ntrepiece is an eight foot 
pith h elmet over the bar, made of timber & canv as ­
At one end o f t h e ·pub a tent-like pavilion has 
been ins t all e d to give an authent ic period feel .. 
<Jungle noises combine with a constantly shiftiyW5 
~~tt ern of lights to s weep customers i nto anoth~r 
world . (It swept me outside ! ) The br ewery has s e t 
up ~ mock gentlemans club complet e with c a n e 
f'urni tur e and marble - effect table tops .n 

Need . one say any thing else aft e r that? Well , 
just one point - it says the r e is a 1 l arge rang e 
af traditiona l b eers ' - a ll that is a vailable is 
Wilson s Bitt e r - a t 70p a pintl 

Furthe r up the A6 , opposite the Town Hall, 
Ne·lsons - Al e House , no·Vi-- th & N'Bl-s o& -Ta v e rB- ha-& ;p,e­
ope n e d. The alt erations have b een fairly taste~u 
and fu l l marks to the licensee for insisting on 
~ee ping cask mi ld , Hosts want ed k e g! Le t ' s hope 
a ll drinker s r epay this act of faith by making 
s ur e sales warrant ito The ful l range of home ­
made food i s also b ein g r etained and t h e r e is 
no pri c e in crease ~onc e agai n at t he landlords 
:insistenc e) . 

Hosts hav e had plannig pro b elms with r eG ard to 
~ neon sign for the Windsor Castle. This is to ~ 
a sports pub (God h elp us) & renamed ' Windsor 
~ports . I t w~ll f eature snooke r tables and 2 
+Vs so that rac~ng can b e followe d. It r emai lills 
to b e seen wha t call there will b e in Edg e l ey 
for th~s especially if prices. a r e hoisted a s is 
~sual when ·Ho s ts open this kind of pub . 

Last but not l eas t id the Bulls Head in Hazel 
Grov e . Any alt eration (well, almost a ny) will be 
a n improv ement h e re, the prev i o:us int er~or b e iDt'g 
:particularly chara cterless • . A• f ull report on thi 
~" in t he n ext Edit~on., 

John Clarke/ 
::~tlmphrey Higginso 

BANKS.t S PROO'RESS· FURTHER. 

Buying , pubs can b e a sloW 
business , and build~ng ; new 
ones i n ev:Lt ably ~akes t:ime . 
It was just a b ou t a ye~r ago 
whe n tbe Longsight n ear Bell.e 
Vue s t arted selling BaP,s 1 s 
and we all l ooke d forward t o 
the n ew Longsight h eil'iif b:uil t 
n e arby - pro j ected opening 
Christmas ' 8 4 (due to Jhiccups' 
it 1 s now lik&:Y to b e Jan/ 
Fe b 1 85. ' 

Then ther e was .the BrooJ:r Hous e 
Hot e l and the petrol station 
on Burnago Lan e , both app­
ar ently s till mn thepi pelin e 
(sorry!) Opening Times , r e ported 
early ~n De cemb e r that Banks r. s 
had bough t some of Wilsons ' 
pubs , and wi th lightnipg .r e ­
furbishment we now have the 
New l'1~tchells Arms du e . to open 
on 18th. 9 De c e mb er. But, 
surprise, surprise , a ft e r an 
~ncr ed~bly s hort change.ove r 
perio dr- -the FaJ_con in Dryden 
St ., (behind Boddies Plymouth 
Gro v e Hotel ) tipen ed fo~ bus­
iness at 5-30pm on 4th~ , Dec,. 

Appar ently Banks ' s fi.t~ ers 
had installed their eq~ipmene 
wh~lst Wilsons were bu~y 
r emoving theirs, and n6~ t he 
bar s ports Banks's usu~l plasti 
boxes which dispe n se t~~diti ­
onal Mild & Bitt e r a t 6Qp & 
63p r espe c tively~ ! 
cont . on page 2 

; r, 

Open~ng Tiw.es is writt en& 
published by th e South . Manch­
estter Branch of the Campai.gn 
for Real Ale . Send your ~', news 
8.· views to 1 Open~ng Times 1 , . 

48, "Moorc r oft Briv e , Bu:rnage , 
Manchester Ml9 l WH . · 

The vi ews expr esse d in . glperiin g 
Times ar~ no t rie c ess~r~tY 
t hose of the Campaign f or 
Real Ale Ltd . ,. 

-----=------------------------'----------~--------· 
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0 PEN Il'ffi. 

DALLAS & MARION AT 

Sykes VVine bctn 
HEATON LANE , STOCKPORT , o ff 
MER SEY SQUARE, 

WISH ALL THEI R CUSTOMERS A HAP PY 
CHRI STMAS AND A GOOD l985n 

THE GEOI~G 
BANKS 1 S PROGRESS FURTHER c. 

_corm.t fr om p., l 

[_~ 
L 

The Falcon s uddenly appearing in 
Bank s ' s l ivery se eme d: to t ake every­
one by surprise (ev en some o f the local 
r esidents) a nd ce r t a i nly Wilsons 
B,L . On ha d no idea t hat a Bank s ' s/ex -· 
Wi lsons pub was openi ng on De c ember 
4th . 

So perhaps we ' d etter keep a clo ser 
watch on bBanks t s othe r ac quisi t i on s ·­
work has alre ady stal~ t ed on th e 
Gorton Brook, and Fe b ., ' 85 i s f ore cast 
f or comple tion. The Qrans moor and the 
Os bo r n e Hous e a r e ba t h 'qui et ' ~ith 
no signs of a c ti~ity n 

Phil Levison., 
-~-

PUB OF THE YEAR , 
-·-------- ------· --1 

The last pub o f the Month award i s crc1 
De c ember . 20th. , a nd t he s tag evis s e t 
f or the se l ection of the 198 4 Pub of 
The Yea r o 'I' his should be done a t t he 
Janua r y Branch Meeting (be the r e . ! ~) 
with t he Winn er a nd i n f c r mation 2,boutt 
the pr e s en t a tion ni ght appearing ~~ 
t he February ' Openi ng Times ' . Watch 
thi s spa ceJ 

' ----o---·---·c~.:.O~ 

GONE r 1. ·-·- ---
The much critici sed Re d Lion i n Haze l 
Gro ve ha s r eportedly been sold . Who 
to ~e don't know y a t bu t they 1 ve g ot 
their work cut out i f t hey want t o 
turn i t ba ck into a pub ! 

I 

I 
I 

Tll'1E$ PAGE TWO 

G REENALLS G ADL - . - ·-- ----- --
Th e Pack Horse , Ash t on Old Road, _Open­
shaw (Manc hester side o f t he Haltway 
Hou se ) has r e cently r evert e d to ha nd­
pumps f or Gre enal::",s Bitt er (64p ) , 

- t h ough t he mild remains f izz, It' s 
a fairl y . ordi nary two-roomed pub; good 
to s e e though , tha t t he vault r e t a ins 
a Han c h e·s t e r dartbo a r d alongside. the 
s tandar d version o 

. ._ .. _____ --·---··- ----------..,----.---
BEPNIS 1 IN 

Handpumps se r vi ng Wilsons Bitt er ha ve 
a ppear ed in the Bamford Ar ms , t he Bern1 
I nn in Gr eat Moo~ , Stock port. T~e 
~uali ty ~f t te beer has not y e t be en 
sampl e d how ?v er o 

---~----·-·--- -------------,-----

Wor k appear s to ha ve gr ound t o ~ halt 
a t the forme ~ Ups & Down s i n Mer s ey 
Square . The ou ts ide has be en mu ch 
i mprove d but i nside nothi ng appears t o 
have been doneo 

--------·----------------~-...:.. ,: ---- --
.f~ o rn_th.£.Gu_t!2~ 

So ~een is a c ertai n i ndi vidual on 
bl owing his own t rumpe t t ha t it i s 
r c<mour ed thn t . 'Sot 1 s Ruin' ( t h e l 5p 
wrap~Jer t hat coL es wit h ' Opening - T1mes'1 ) 

wil l be chai"l!gi ng :i..t s t i t le t o The 
Periwi n..lzle Bus l o " Th e press ba rons of 
Nor t h Manch estc~ ha ve not howe ver be en 
a ble t o c onfir m or d eny this un doubt­
edly s curil ous r eporta 

------ -, ···-----------·-----·---'::;;----·-

I n f.ugu st we mentione d Whitbreads Bee<li.t 
Tree i n Ou twoo d Rd ., Heald Gr een , wi t h 
i~ a nicely pol i s he d , but disuse d , hand­
:;;n.1m:t;, The pul> i s now r e f urbishe d but the 
b~d news i s t hat the pump ha s gone & t her 
j_s no cas~~ ale , just the usua l r p.ng e of 
kog s a nd 'foreign• l ag er s o I su ppose 
you cnn 1 t win ' em a ll o -

PAUL AND SHERALYN' I 

--·-11 ·· T·,_, L ·l
1 

.f- l'\. LLC -L·· S ·.·,_· .. -·0 ·_. ···:; f'\ HE~RD _AT THE J~~AR~ . .L?l I I ' "'1 I 
La rge Irish cus t omer to s mall g en t o 1 . ~-~ , · · . . : 
in a hat i n a c r owded Te t l ey Pub in I 1 (\ \ j ER N I 
L e eds~ l I /~\ \ . _·; 
11 Take your hat cf f i n a House of the 
Lord b 1. 11 

----------------- - ---

I WELLI NGTON ROAD SOUTH , STOCKPORT 

I WI SH YOU A VERY MERRY CHRI STMAS 

l AND LOOK FORWARD TO MEET ING CUSTOMERS 

I OLD AND NEW" 



OPENING TIMES PAGE THREE 

T H E S E A S 0 N 

F R 0 M . . L . .0 .. C A. L 

' JACK' & BERYL AJ:. THE 

MIL LGATE , STOCKPORT (NEXT TO ASDA ) 

wish you c ompl~ments of t he season!l 

JOHN AND JO'SIE AT THE 

t~ I NG S 
ARDWICK 

WI SH CUSTOHERS ot;I)--AND,_NEW A MERRY 

CHRISTMAS AND 

A PROSPEROUS NEW YEAR. 

DON AND ALINE WISH ALL THEIR 

::::USTOHERS A VERY N)~RRY CHRI.STi'~AS 

AND A HA ~-·· py iiEW YEAR , 

Cl\ ST L_ F\f\/()()!J 
(HOLE IN ;7AL1) 

BRIDGE . i)'J'RE:E!T BROW,6 MARKET, STOCK PORT . 

MERRY 
CHRLSTMAS 

AND A HAPPY 
NEW YEAR 

FROM ALAN , 

(\ j l J ~--- l ~ -J KATH & 

FESTIVE GREETI NGS FROM .ANDY 
& CHRISTINE 

THE c I~ ()WN 
WI LMSLOW ROAD , 

DIDSBURY. 

CHR I STMAS GREETINGS FROM BRAU' & YVONNE 

LITTLE J/\CK 
1-1 () I~NEI~ 

WE LLI NGTON ST., STOCKPORT 

BILL & KATR WELCOHE YOU TO THE 

SIJI~ E /\!J 
E /\G LE 

LOWER HILLGATE , STOCKPORT, 
AND WISH YOU A HERRY CHRI STMAS . 

BARBARA AND FAMI LY AT THE 

13L()SS()MS 
BUXTON ROAD , STOCKPORT , 

WI SH YOU ALL THE BEST AT CHRISTMAS . 

! 

. t_) ,-\ \ ·r L \ . TH:E- STAFF . 

---~7I~G_H=ER~H~I~l~·L~G_A_TE_·, ~,_S_T_O_C_K_P_O_RT~·--~------~7------------------------~------------~ 
HAPPY CHRI STMAS FROM RON &. ,JEAN 

. . ·.' ··,: ~ . 

13ULLS 
! ~ ' 

H ()T EL HARKET PLACE, 
STOCKPORT 

• MARKET> PLACE, STOCKPORT. 

A VERY MERRY CHRI STMAS TO ALL OUR 

CUSTOMERS . 



OPENING 

AROUND IN THE TOWN . 

- - Tbe Gort on Gamble & The Abbey Hey 
Hobble . 

The Waggon & Horses~ hHyde Road :~ Gort cr01 
Was the first shelt er from a wet & -­
windy November evening. A cheering 52p 
mild & 55p bitter (H01,TS) welcomed- us 
to t -he hostelry- (lp cheaper i n the 
vau:f£ () wher e 7 eager campai gner s 
gave very sober s cores of 31-~ for boith 
be ers. WliLth an excellent brew in our 
veins we ventured a parting of t he ways 
Some visited t he Lord Nelson, Hyde Rd~~ 
a Wil sons Pub (Hild 63 , Bitt er 65) wh er 
Bitt er only was sampled and gave a 
disappointing score o f l. Mor e f ortunat 
members managed to seek out the Vale 
Cottage Inn , Kirk St., behi nd the Lord 
Nelson . Wilsons mild ( 64) & Bitter (66 ) 
wer e s ampled in a cosyJ we lcoming 

- i. country pub 1 atmosphere wi.th a beer 
r ating o f Bitt er 3 & mi l d 31 . 

Next stopntb e Royal Oak , Cross Lane , 
W . Gorton, Bodding ton s Bit t er a t 62.p 
(b&war e Oldham Keg M~ldt) s cored a 
mis erabl e 0 . 7 i n noisy, smoky , crowded , 
1 modernised 1 surroundings . Across t he 
road in t h e calmer Cott on Tree . 
Wilsons Mild ( 61) & Bitter ( 63 ) Vias s 
ser-e d , and r eceived, with s cor e s of 
mild 3 & bitter 2-i:o The impressive 

-- col.l e ction or pottery ; -c-o pp er~ and ­
brass kett l es was admir e d by alL, 

As we stumble d upon the Pri.nc e o f 
W~les , Abbey H~y La ne , we f elt a r~ghl 
bllnch of Charlies to pay 8 x 64p f or 
a · table f ul of i.m consu.mmable Chesters 
b~tter - a f ew dozen mo~thful s of the 
s tuff r evealed s cores o f bet ween 0 
&,i . Dahi ng down t he r oad we de cided 
(as nothing could -be wors e ) to pop ~n.to 
the Abbey Rey , same lane , a Bass house . 
Representat~ve s were appoint ed to sampl ; 
t he Stones /Toby L~ght t o check the 
' keg fac t or' whils t others s tood by 
agog. Ye s , s t ill k eg, no scores > no 
cmw'llient. 

Moving sw~f t ly ac ross to t he Haml et, 
Falmer St r eet, t he pub on t he sharp 
b en d , we sample~ Wilsons Mild (60) & 
Bitt er (63) o 'l'h:is is a recent ly 
modernised ~ocal wh er e the b eer was 
judged to be mild 2t & Bitt er 2io As 
w~ d ec ende d into the depths of Abb ey 
Hey i n an attempt t o fi nd a be t t er 
p int of Boddin~tons t han the last , we 
found the delightful Hare & Rounds, 
~bbey Hey Lane , which s6ld Boddingt ons 
Bit t er only through a lovely array of · 
nld red -hmli!dpumps., T·his virtually 
unspoilt l ocal ha d three r ooms and 

... 
TIHES PAGE FO UR . 

an open corridor wh er e t he beer was 
s erved in a very convivial atmosphere. 
Original materials such as wood, tilesn 
and e tched glass (gaspt) stil] exist 
.her e . Oh, ~ by the way, the be er was also 
consum d and scor e d 2-3. 

Anyway, almos t the end of the evening 
·now an~ onto the Oddf ellows, Abb ey Hey · 
Lan e , again Boddingtons Bitter i nd 
Mild . The latt er had very variable 
scor e s of be tween l & 2-t, upon which 
th e el e ct ed could not agree. The _bitter 
however was easi er and was given an 
almost unanimo us and v ery definat e 1* - a disappointing end t o a very 
int e r es ting a nd variable adventure. 

Sc or e s for Ale: 1) Poor 
2) Av erag e 
3) Good 
4) Excell ent 

Angela Walker~ 

KE~ KAPERS . 

The Waldorf in Cooper Stree t (off 
Princ ess St", in t he City Centre) change d 
it s name to Oscar s a number of years 
a go, wh en t here wa s a George Best 
i nvolvement. 

The Wilsons was though t to be Real at 
one-~t:ime , but the . pres ent sma~l el ec._t. ric 
dispensers l o ol<:: di s tinctly un-ca sk 
like . The food is v ery good though, 
mucb used by parties of Offic e workers 
che ques a r e payable t o SASKEG LTD - ar e 
t hey t rying to tel l us smnething? 

Phil Levison .. 

Opening Time s would lik e to take t his 
opport unity of thanking all our 
Adv erti.sers , new and old, whose s upportt 
for this venture have ensur e d its 
su ccess - very best wishes for a pros­
perou s 1985 - and to our r eaders , please 
give them your support - they 're ' all 
good pubs !! 
For de t a i ls of advertising pleas e contact 
Ron Sproson on 432 0illQ9 . 

OLIVE, DON & THE STAFF AT 'rHE 

WI-IEATSHEAF 
HIGHER HILLGATE , STOCKPORT 

WI SH ALL THEIR CUS TOMERS A 

HERRY CHRISTMAS AND A 

HAPPY NEW YEAR . 



OPEN I NU 
e- --- ----. --·- ··----- . 

ALL 'l'HA.,T GLI§TERS ~-

I"b needed an AGI'-1 !.[lOtio;• , b e fore Al l ied · 
·· Bteweries ill...:fatep '2·o:i':.0. (: ~oss Lage;r · 

was pr onounced · 'no t real'" Whit breads 
n Aw· 'hand- drawnt lager iB not going to : 
need the same treatment - it has alreact:Y. . 
been off~cially des cribe d as n ot ca sk •. 
c oHditioned , i.n fa c t i t is fil t e r ed and j 
? a r bonated in th~ C?ok Street Bre-w·ery :I 
1n Salfor d , but 1t 1s served by hand- : 
pump, · 

It 1 s on sale ~n 18 outlets i n the 
Grea-ter Manchester ar ea and Lt- of these 
a1~e South Manc h e.ste r branch pubs ; · 
The Gre e n End Hotel~ Mauldeth Road, 
Burnage; The Sherwood , Wilmslow Road, 

THiES PAGE FIVE 
·- · -··---~---------,..----~ 

OPENING DEFERRED - 2 o ---- ·-----·---
October 'Opening Times 1 r epor t ed the 
new pub on the .N.e..w Holis.e: .Farm Estat e 
·fn Braml1ai1 ·_ opening was thought t o 
be possibly at Chris t rnii§l.s , but work is 
ti:l.king longer than planned and it will 
n ow b e early 1985. 

, J. .. . 

Progress will b e watched with int e r e st, 
as there is everj indication that 
this id going to b e a r eal, non...:plastio 
pub . Everything is real - bricks, 
timb ers (some are wie r d shape~ & v ery 
old), ston e flags , fir es;- o)rr e ction 
there was some polystyren e c eiling 
lining in tb ~ cellar for insulation 
purposes~ 

Fallowfield ; Ye Olde Cock , Wilmslow Rdo; --·----·--------------~:----
Di:sdsbury & The Red Lion, Church Road I A HOME OF THEIR OWN. 
Gatley ~ . 
':t was only possible to sample it r:m 1 Congratu l ations t o Braulio a nd Yvonne 
2 Q_f theese pubs (8lp a pint 3p more Sebas tL-l.D. of t he Little Jack Horner 
thanHeineken) bu t it tasted completely on Wellington Street, S t ockport; who 
different, one was flat , · the other v ery took over the tenancy of this "Wilsons 
pri_ckly 1 

o At one of the' other pubs , · house on the 3rd. , De c emb er after being 
water came out of the pu mp on the first manag,ers for the pas t two ;wears. · 
visit (good cl ean lines?) but next 

· They offer Wilsons d~y the lage r was 1 not a vailable -
in a warm and cos y 

sorry 1 •• Finally a barmaid said she exc ellent range of 
would 1 n t serve i.t 9 it was so awful) 1 t ·

1
·r.e 

b · h · , I l u SJ 

BjLtter on Handpump 
atmospher e with a n 
fo od at lmich;-

~t s ~e arew a smal]_ sample whi~h was 1 · 
very .,r r o t hy , a bad colour and Wlth a · --- -·--· ·-· ----------:----

-~:;-b:t:;-;lg:::;:iiy -v~~;~--~;ib~cal of --1· ~~~~~::~'\ti s .BaLks ' _s_ n_o_ir ____ _ 
it -- difficult to serve; nobody drink:ingi B:c· ~};_ : G C'< S appeared last montho 

it, too expens~~s - one thought it I Was it that bearded gent leman who 
v_vo.uld ·. be wit.hdra wn b_ efore this appea:red -~ ·1 t tl ? 

l:O. pru1t . Al thoug,l1 the lager has no 
_os .... 1e S . 

~ame (the pum~ clip ju':'t says ' hanC.- I ---··-
arawn lager' lt was g«:nng to b e called . _9)\.!'-'IRA~.§::.. 

Goid 1abe1) bu t second thought~.~ we. r e I Tt'.esda,:v , J anuary 8th •. Open Committee 
that this mig_bt damage the i mage of - ' Meeting at the Gateway. 
Gold Label Barley \Nine · how right . Thursday, January lOth ., Branch Heeting 
they weru. at the Castlewood, Bridge Street ·Brow, 

=~i~-l-·, s_o_:~---- .. - -----"---·- ---- --··-'- j ·- S t: ck~ort .• Both commence at 8.pm .. 

OPENING DEFERRED -· l r 
It, was in February of this year when 
we were all agog at David Poll ards 
new venture - the old Cheadl e Rail ­
way Station that was going to b~ a 
new home ~br ew hou se. 

But now , 10 mon ths later, t h e r e has 
been absolu t ely no visible progress -
WiridoWs are still boarded over. and 

·~ / 

weeds ha~e grown round the old 
Waiting Room door~ 

IGA-f-EWAY 
j ~IL~SL~gQ£D. EAST DIDSBURY . 

HYDES BI'r'I·ER & HILD . 

GOOD BEST{ GUIDE LISTED . 

HOSTS RALPH & JEAN PRO VIDE A WIDE 

RANGE OF HOME -CO OKED FOOD . 

PARTIES CATET:(ED FOR . 



OPENI NG 

ROUND BRITAI N DRI NKER -
'· Eight get we t i .n Bradford ~ 

I t wa s hardly r a i ning when we l e f t 
:si!tockport. It was 1 nt t oo bad even in 
Bradf ord - in fact it was only when our 
t r ansport irrevoc abl y departed , not t o . 
r e turn until l a t e a t night t hat our 
. ' l ntrepid organi se r di s cov er ed h e 1 d l e ftt 
his umbr ella on the bus , an oversight 
t hat wa s t o pr ove the day's one ma j or 
didastero 

Our o,b5e ctiv e was the CAJvlRA exhibi tion 
on the Glory of the Traditiona l Bri t i s h 
Pub, on at Cart wr ight Hall, Br ad f ords 
M:Xn i ciapal Art Galler y , every &ay 
exc ep-t l'1onday till January 13t h , We 1 d 
a l so plann ed to visi t Tr ough , Br ad f ord 
o·nl t i ndependant br ewery, bu t they were 
all g,oi.ng out to get drunh: tog et her so 
t h ey , sen t us some free beer t okens 
ins tead . Thi s mean t we had t o sta~ t t he 
l unchtime session i n one of their 5 
t i e.d houses. We chose the Whatmough 
Arms on Lumb Lane and enjoyed bot h the 
Trough Be r s (Bi t t er and Wild Boar ) 
in fine f or m pl us good and cheap pie 
and pea s . 

W~ ts d de cided t o end the lun~htime a t 
the OakJLeigh, a l ong - est ablished 
fr eehDuse near the exhibit i ono Only a 
quarter.ha)ls walk , . we s aiQ. - t hen we 
realis ed that when the Asians came t o 
Bradfor d , t hey no t only brought t he 
currY, t h ey brought t he mo nsoon t oo. 
Aft er a dr enching mile , t he Oakl e i gh 
f aced us wit h a choise o f Bass , Old 
~ill~ Theakstons and Taylor s . These 
wer e vigourous l y at t acked and me t wi th 
gen er al , though n ot unqu ctl ified , 
a ppr ova l . Then it was of f through the 
puddl es to the exhibi tion~ 

Thi s was nearly a handk erchiefs out 
j ob f or some - seeing r eminders of a ll 
th~ oh ce proud brews you nev er had a 
chanc e to try can have that ef f ec t on 
people . There ' s pl en t y of good stu ff 
bn ~isplay ( incl udi ng a photo of our 
ve r y bwn Gr i f f in, Heaton Jvle r sey ) and 
't he 'show is certai nl y worth seeing ~ 

though personall y I felt i t was&nt 
angr y enough - where was t he c ond em­
nati on of the ~ig brewer s (and some 
srnal;ter ones) for destroying t h e 
char a c ter and tradi t i on up and do wn 
;t he co.untry? 

After another s evere soaking we r evi ve 
~lagging spi rits wi th a splendi d , and 
spl endi dly chep meal a t t he Sheesh · 
l'1aha1, one o f Bradfords f amous down 
t o ear t h curry hous e s ( no cutlery , 
just dig i n with your chapatt i) 
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Then it was time to me et the Bradf ord 
Bran ch i n the Shoulder of Mutton ~Bhuna 
or Vinda~oo?) , a ci ty-c entr e Sam ~miths 
pub selll ng Old Brewery Bitt er & Tadcastt e 
Fir s t stop on t he ensing crawl was t he 
Wheatsheaf , where Vaux Samson & Darleys 
Bit t er , ni c e pin t t oo , wer e enjoyed. 
Them, s t i ll rained on, t o t he Peel , a 
We bs t er s hous e among.s t darl~ s a tanic 
mi l l s of feringli~bt and bit t e r , j uk e 
boxed Cream & Hendrix & t able f ootball. 
The n ex t s top brought gasps of re cog­
nition - a Whitbr ead Ho use of Horr or s ! 
I t ' s actual ly quite a r estr ained versim 
compar ed to say, t he Nip & 'r :ipple , & I 
mus t r epor t that t he Dur ham Ale was most 
impr essive . The place i s call ed Fr sh er s 
and, yes , i t s near the Univ er sity~ . .Ar e 1 nt 
t he Whi t br ead exe cutives ori gi na l ? .A f t er 
that , a r eal find - the Fight -i ng · cock, 
possibly the ul t i mat e beer- exhibit i on 
fr ee house , whi ch on t op o f a r egul a r 
range as long as your a r m ha s h~d over 
lOO guest beer s i n i t s first y ear, inC'­
l uding Hilden Ale fr om Nor ther n I reland. 

We cou l d only s crat ch t he surfac e of 
the r ange and a f te r t hr eat ening t o r eirurn 
at regu~ar int ervals unt i l a s imilar 
esta blishment opens in Hanc hes t er (Which 
the propri etor s a r e keeri t o do) , s tagg er e 
r ound to have a quick one i n t he Gl ad ­
s t on e , a lark ely unspoi l t Bass p~b . 
The n W8 inspe c t ed the Br ad f or di an , an­
othe~ exhibiti on pub wi th almost as ma~ 
beers as th e Fighting Co ck, plus a l oud 
rock gr oup , be for e a l ei surely last I 
~rink o f Webst ers a t the Lancas t er ac ross / 
t he road . It was almost vertainly s till 
raining bu t by now we wer ec wet inside 
as wcllt , 
Rhys P . Jones o 
PS : Our invite to Tr ough s till s t ands 
- watch Opening Ti mes f or detai ls . No 
doubt the visit will provide enough beer 
& curry t o k ee p the Manningham monsoon 
at bay - even f or thos e of us who l wave 
our umb± ellas behind! 
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